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			Chapter 1

			How Did It Come to This?

			“Shou-kun, what was your reason for starting a relaxed solo playthrough?”

“Eh, well, sometimes a guy just needs to be alone.”

At my answer, the comments section of Mion’s live stream exploded.

[Magna]: “Totally get it.”

[Saifuman]: “Agreed.”

[Reddorun]: “Necessary to become a sage.”

etc.

Most seemed to agree. Is it because there are many male viewers?

“So, you actually dislike live streaming your playthrough?”

“No, not really. Besides, no one's going to come yelling at me for anything I do here.”

This is an [Uninhabited Island]. Well, it’s a game… a Full-Dive VR MMORPG.

While everyone else is frantically grinding for experience, I’m playing a relaxed, slow-life style on this island all by myself.

Massively? Multiplayer? Online? All unnecessary elements.

*Then just play an offline game*, some might say, but it’s precisely because other players exist that I can fully enjoy being alone, you know?

“What would you do if someone came here?”

“Hmm, that’s a tough one. If they were also after a slow life, that’d be fine, but…”

[Tsunei]: “When there are three humans, politics begin.”

[Nosan]: “They could just live in separate areas.”

[Foifoi]: “Nah, being alone is better.”

etc.

The comments section was divided.

Still, I wouldn’t know what I’d actually do until that moment arrived.

“For when someone does come, maybe I’ll think about a way to get to another [Uninhabited Island]…”

“As expected of Shou-kun!”

[Reopon]: “Let’s build a raft!”

[Garisunnu]: “As expected of Shou has entered the chat~”

[Jazun]: “
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			Relaxed Solo Life

			“Finally, I’m logged in. What should I do about streaming…?”

Mion-san, who came before, said she’d come again.

Hmm, well, if too many people find out and it gets troublesome, I can just stop streaming. For now, I’ll just let it flow with the default settings.

That aside, I need to finish the tent I started yesterday.

The [Driftwood] I left there is… still there. Good, good, a relief.

*Hum hum~♪*

I’ll make two tripods out of [Driftwood], then lay a piece of [Driftwood] across them as a spine. That should complete the frame. After that, for cloth… I guess it’ll just have to be leaves, huh?

Well, I guess I’ll explore the island while looking for leaves near the tent. Just then, the number of viewers dropped to one.

[Mion has started watching.]

“Hello.”

“Mion-san, hello.”

“I was curious, so I came to watch.”

“Thanks, thanks. I don’t think it’ll be very interesting, though.”

“That’s not true.”

*She's an eccentric one*, I thought, giving her a thumbs-up.

“Alright, first, let’s explore the southeastern part of the island.”

The [Safe Zone] is the [Sandy Beach] to the south. I decided to go counter-clockwise.

The [Dense Forest] I explored a bit yesterday is mostly filled with tropical trees, so it seems like I should gather some large leaves from around here.

“Oh, a rabbit.”

A stone throw, then a dagger. Yes, [Dismantling]. Meat acquired.

I tossed it into my inventory and proceeded further inland.

“Hmm, can my inventory capacity increase?”

“It seems you can equip [backpacks] and such.”

“Oh, I see. In that case, I’ll have to acquire the [Sewing skill] somewhere.”

“Do you intend to be able to do everything by yourself?”

“That’s right. My goal is to enjoy a relaxed solo life on this island.”

“I’ve never heard of enjoying a relaxed solo life in an MMORPG before.”

“Haha.”

It seems I tend to fall into a support role when playing with multiple people, and I just don’t enjoy it as much.

Especially when my older sister and foolish younger sister are around, it’s practically no different from being at home. I end up running around trying to entertain them…

I quickly advanced further, but only [Bicobit] rabbit monsters kept appearing. I swiftly defeated them…

[Character Level Increased!]

“Oh, my character level went up.”

Wow, a level up!

In [IRO], when you level up, you receive [Bonus Points (BP)], which you can allocate to [Skill Points (SP)] or [stat increases].

Of course, once allocated, they can’t be reverted to [BP], so caution is needed. Also, you can only store up to 100 [BP].

“Congratulations.”

“Thanks, thanks. For now, I’ll put all of them into stats, I guess.”

I still have [SP] left over from the special rewards I got when I started on the [Uninhabited Island], so I’ll prioritize raising my fundamental stats.

3 points into [STR], 2 each into [DEX], [INT], and [VIT], 1 into [AGI], and I’ll skip [LUK]. I have to do everything myself, so no maxing out one stat.

“Hm?”

*I felt like something was beyond that thicket, but was I mistaken?*

“Wasn’t there something deeper in the thicket just now?”

“See, I knew something was there.”

I calmed my racing heart and looked through the list of available skills.

Ah, there it is. I should have taken this first. *Click.* I acquired [Presence Detection: Lv1]. It seems most basic skills cost 1 [SP]. Should I acquire all convenient always-active skills?

“Hm? It’s still there…”

I further acquired [Presence Concealment: Lv1] and activated it. It might just be a placebo, but still.

I tried to silently advance towards the presence, suppressing my footsteps.

“There it is.”

Crouching and peeking through the thicket, I saw an obvious goblin.

“It finally feels like an RPG.”

“Yeah, you’re right.”

I replied to Mion-san with a wry smile.

The goblin looked around for a while, then seemed to give up and left.

“Oh? Aren’t you going to defeat it?”

“Well, just watch.”

I pursued the departing goblin from the very edge of its detection range, and…

“See, it’s a [goblin settlement] after all.”

“Amazing!”

For now, I counted the visible goblins, then stealthily returned to my original spot.

“Aren’t you going to fight?”

“Hmm, there were about 20 visible. I don’t think I can solo that, honestly.”

“I see.”

“I want to defeat them eventually, but I need to figure out a strategy first…”

Well, for now, it’s on hold.

I’m the only one on this island, so I’ll level up for a while and then prepare properly.

Avoiding the [goblin settlement], I resumed exploring the eastern side of the island. The coast mostly consisted of rocky areas.

“I could probably fish. Hmm, I’m torn about acquiring the skill…”

“Fishing sounds nice!”

“Right? Fishing really feels like a slow life. I have [Woodcraft], so I should be able to make a fishing rod, but… Oh, but I don’t have a hook or line.”

Following the coast, weaving through the trees, I eventually reached a [cliff].

“Hmm, there must be some special path to get to the north side. Or maybe a quest?”

“Is that so?”

“It’s like a game trope, you know? Mion-san, do you not play many games?”

“I like watching, but not much playing. My reflexes aren’t very good.”

“Oh, I see. Then maybe turn-based strategy games, where you have time to think, would be good.”

“But then I wouldn’t be able to come watch this broadcast.”

“Hmm, wouldn’t that be more productive than watching this stream?”

“That’s not true. Besides, I’m a student, so I can’t play games for long.”

*Ah, right, I’m a student too. Sorry.*

While chatting idly with Mion-san, avoiding the [goblin settlement], and gathering many large leaves, I returned.

“Well, rough is fine.”

I wove the leaves into the makeshift tent frame and hung them, and it somewhat… looked like a tent.

“Oh! It’s nice and shaded inside… but it’s just the bare ground!”

“Hahahaha.”

Glad she found it amusing. That aside, I need to put something down.

“Hmm, I don’t have any straw…”

“Can’t you get rabbit hides?”

“Oh, right. Why can’t I get them? Will the [Dismantling] level up?”

“Maybe because they’re small?”

“Ah, that could be it. If there were boars or something… though I’m not sure if I could defeat them.”

Well, both my skills and level have slightly increased from hunting the horned rabbits—[Bicobit]—so it might be worth a try.

Tomorrow, I’ll investigate the western side, and I also need to figure out what to do about the [goblin settlement].

So much to do, it’s crazy…

“The date is about to change, so I’ll be taking my leave for today.”

“Ah, yes.”

*Wait, I should get to sleep too.*

I’ll try sleeping here and logging out…

Apparently, in this game, if you don’t perform a [sleep logout], your [MP] won’t recover while logged out.

Yesterday, when I logged out standing on the [Sandy Beach] in the [Safe Zone], my [MP] didn’t recover at all.

If I log in tomorrow and find my tent destroyed and myself dead, I’ll cry…
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			Majo Bell

			“Ise-kun…”

Her truly small wave of a hand brought me a sense of immense relief, but…

“First-year B-class, [Ise Shouta-kun]. So you’re Izumo-san’s classmate.”

While I was dumbfounded, the hime cut senior seemed to have snatched my [application form].

“Ah, yes. Uhm…”

“I’m [Katori Suzuya] from second-year A-class. I’m the club president. Nice to meet you.”

“Nice to meet you too.”

I couldn't refuse when a senior asked for a handshake, so I complied.

*Looks like I can’t escape now…*

“Now, once again, behold the club room.”

I remembered her words and looked around the club room properly again, and…

*Eh, are these top-tier [PC (Personal Core)]s and [VR HMD]s!? Does that mean I can play [IRO]?*

*No, no, before that, this equipment shouldn't be obtainable with normal club fees, right? It's the same as the latest [PC (Personal Core)] and [VR HMD] I got as a high school entrance gift.*

“Uhm, well, since the club fees seem to be quite high, I think I’d like to decline…”

“What are you talking about? We don’t collect club fees or equipment from students. This was all acquired with club fees from the school and money earned through club activities.”

*Through club activities? Earned? Huh??*

Perhaps noticing my mind going completely blank, [Katori Suzuya], the club president, continued.

“Well, since you’re joining, I have to tell you this, but keep it a secret.”

She paused for a breath, then said,

“My online name is ‘[Bell]’. I am the game-streaming virtual idol, ‘[Majo Bell]’.”

“Huh, I see… Wait, WHAAAT?!”

There are many game-streaming virtual idols, but [Majo Bell], who rapidly gained fans over the past year and became one of the top streamers, is this [Katori Suzuya], the club president… *No way…*

Of course, I can’t tell anyone else about this. Not mentioning the person inside is only natural…

My head, which had slumped in shock, was stroked by someone’s hand. It was [Izumo-san].

*Did [Izumo-san] know this before coming here? No, I can’t imagine how [Izumo-san] would express surprise…*

However, if that’s the case, it makes sense that the [PC (Personal Core)]s and [VR HMD]s in the club room are all the latest models.

She must be reinvesting the funds she earned from her activities—such as super chats and ad revenue—as club fees.

*Got it… There’s no one inside…*

“Good.”

There were tons of detailed questions I wanted to ask, but I understood the main point.

I slowly stood up and thanked [Izumo-san].

“Okay…”

“It’s good that you two already know each other. Izumo-san, you seem to have trouble socializing.”

*Yeah, I think so too, but do you really say that out loud in front of her? Well, [Izumo-san] is nodding along, though.*

“Now, Ise-kun, find a suitable seat. No need to stand around talking; I’ll even serve some tea.”

President [Katori Suzuya]’s seat already showed signs of various customizations, and [Izumo-san] was sitting opposite her.

There were two empty seats left, so I chose the one next to [Izumo-san]. *Sitting next to the president feels a bit scary…*

“Here, please.”

*They even have a refrigerator as part of the equipment?* I thought, as a can of… *Don’t call an energy drink 'tea'!* was placed on my and Izumo-san’s desks.

“Th-thanks.”

I replied with a slightly forced smile, but President [Katori Suzuya] didn't seem to get it at all. *She's tough.*

Also, *is [Izumo-san] really okay drinking an energy drink? I'm worried her mood might suddenly change…*

“Now, regarding the main activities of the club, before I explain… you two both have wear IDs, right?”

A wear ID is a unique ID number for the wearer of a [PC (Personal Core)] and [VR HMD].

The standards that proliferated in the early days of full-dive VR were unified under the leadership of the [Rokujo Group] and integrated into a common standard. The wear ID is assigned to link personal data based on this common standard to the individual.

If you’ve ever used a game or software with a [PC (Personal Core)] and [VR HMD], you must have created a wear ID beforehand, so…

“I have one.”

“Yes…”

*Izumo-san has one too… well, she would if she’s planning to join this club.*

“That’s good. The initial setup for those is troublesome. Now, let’s have a wear ID exchange among club members.”

*Ah, shoot.* If I exchange wear IDs, won’t they find out I’m playing [IRO] solo?

*No, no, I just won’t stream starting today! I never intended to gather people with my stream anyway, so it’ll be fine, totally fine!*

President [Katori Suzuya] put on her [VR HMD] and started it in real view mode. This mode allows the system window to be displayed holographically so that one can still perceive the real world.

She then prompted me and [Izumo-san] with an expression that said, *'Hurry up and do it'*, so I braced myself and put on my [VR HMD].

After a short startup sound, iris authentication ran, and I successfully logged in with my wear ID. *My display name 'Shou' is common worldwide, so it should be fine, right?*

“Alright, I’m sending a friend request, so please accept it.”

President [Katori Suzuya] extended her right hand towards me and her left hand towards [Izumo-san]. When sending a friend request to someone nearby, the procedure is to face your palm towards their equipped [VR HMD].

*Come to think of it, if President [Katori Suzuya] is [Majo Bell], then a very rare person is about to be added to my friends list. If her fervent fans find out, I’ll be stabbed…*

*Pilon!* went a sound, and a [friend request dialog] appeared before my eyes.

[Accept friend request from nearby user “Bell”?]

I pressed “Yes” without hesitation. Pressing “No” here would lead to troublesome things like being blacklisted temporarily. It’s a trap for those who try to be funny and get hurt.

“Bell” appeared at the top of my online friends list on the right. While it’s possible to customize this display if there are friends with the same name, there’s no need for that right now.

“Now, Ise-kun, send one to Izumo-san.”

“Roger.”

I extended my right hand towards [Izumo-san] and sent a [friend request]. But [Izumo-san] was frozen.

“Oh? Did it not send?”

“Ah, no…”

*Pilon!* I heard the sound of a friend request being accepted, so I checked my friends list.

And then I froze. Because of the name ‘[Mion]’ displayed there…
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			*What a coincidence…*

My mind was spinning at high speed… no, it wasn’t.

*No, no, ‘Mion’ might be a common name? It must be someone else, right?*

“Are you finished?”

“Ah, yes. I’m fine…”

“Yes…”

President [Katori Suzuya] looked a bit puzzled, but I decided to ignore it for now.

“Alright, I’m inviting you to the online club room, so please enter.”

Along with her words, a room invitation was sent.

[You have been invited to room “Mitsumori University Affiliated High School Cybernetics Club Room” by Bell. Would you like to enter?]

Again, I pressed “Yes” without hesitation.

Since it was real view mode, there was no particular change, but in virtual view mode, I would probably see a virtual club room.

“Now, during club activities in this room, and during club activities from home, we will call each other by our [display names]. Understood?”

“Got it.”

I replied, and [Izumo-san] nodded softly.

Well, it’s the same as me always calling my mischievous friend [Kashihara Naoto] “Nat.” He calls me “Shou” too.

President [Katori Suzuya] is “Bell,” and [Izumo-san] is “Mion.”

*So, is [Izumo-san] the “Mion-san” who came to watch my stream?*

I felt like [Izumo-san] was a little surprised when she saw my [display name], “Shou.”

*Was that because it matched the display name of the streamer she watched yesterday?*

“Alright, first, let’s have a self-introduction and profile check time. Ise-kun, Shou-kun, please start.”

“Okay. Uhm, I’m [Ise Shouta] from 1-B. My favorite thing is, of course, games. Right now, I’m playing [IRO], which started the day before yesterday.”

As I said that, I glanced at [Izumo-san]… *She's smiling a lot…*

And President [Katori Suzuya] was nodding. She seemed to be looking at my game play history from my profile.

“Next, Mio-san, Mion-san, please.”

“I’m [Izumo Mio] from 1-B. I like watching game streams. Lately, I’ve been watching only [IRO] streams.”

*SHE SPOKE!* …with a chat-synthesized voice.

*I see. She just has trouble speaking out loud, but she does have the intention to convey her thoughts.*

Well, that “Mion-san” was able to speak normally. And her voice is very similar to Mion-san's. In fact, it's identical…

President [Katori Suzuya], meanwhile, was smirking, which gave me a bad feeling.

*Besides, club activities are “virtual idol activities,” aren’t they…? Is she thinking of having [Izumo-san] debut?*

*Will you stream again today?*

The whisper by my ear made me almost jump.

Even if it was a synthesized voice, it was the first time an unfamiliar girl had whispered (private chat) to me!

*Ah, yeah, I will, but… 'again today' means you were the Mion-san who came to watch my uninhabited island life after all?*

*Yes! I’m looking forward to it.*

*Ugh, damn, I’m so embarrassed.*

“It’s good that both of you are interested in [IRO]. I’ve been playing since the closed beta, and my stream has been well-received, so this will be my main focus for a while.

So, Shou-kun, where did you choose to start? What’s your character build strategy?”

*Yup, that question was definitely coming, alright…*

Well, I guess I have no choice but to tell the truth and hope it cancels out the secret of President [Katori Suzuya] being [Majo Bell].

As I was thinking that, the club room door quietly opened, and a woman in a suit appeared.

“Oh my, Ise-kun and Izumo-san are joining this club~”

The cheerful voice belonged to [Kumano-sensei], our homeroom teacher. A Japanese language teacher. 27 years old, single. Short bob with red-rimmed glasses. She’s a bit petite but seems popular with students.

By the way, I heard she was my older sister’s homeroom teacher when she graduated…

[Kumano-sensei] then sat in the head seat at the very back of the club room.

“Uhm… is [Kumano-sensei] perhaps the advisor?”

“That’s right~ Let’s do a friend registration right away~”

She seemed to have put on her [VR HMD] and completed authentication, as she extended her hands towards me and [Izumo-san].

[Accept friend request from nearby user “Yata”?]

Of course, I chose “Yes.”

“Yata” was added to my online friends list, following “Mion” and “Bell.”

“Alright, since the teacher is here, let’s explain the club activities. Since we’re at it, let’s go to virtual view mode. Shou-kun, would you lock the door?”

“Ah, yes. But won’t someone like me, who wanted to join, come?”

If everyone goes into virtual view mode, they won’t notice if someone comes in real life, so locking the room is standard. But the [club recruitment period] isn’t over yet…

“It’s fine~ We’ve set it up so you’ll know if someone comes and knocks~”

According to [Kumano-sensei], notifications would be sent to the [VR HMD]s, linked with the security system.

*So the club room itself has been modified…*

“Roger.”

After confirming I had locked the door and returned to my seat, President [Katori Suzuya] declared,

“Alright, everyone, we’re going into virtual view mode.”

When switching from real view to virtual view, it’s customary to close your eyes. It’s because the world suddenly changes, which can glitch your brain.

“*Whoa…*”

When I opened my eyes, I was in… a place like a common RPG tavern and dining hall, sitting in one corner in the same seating arrangement as in real life.

President [Katori Suzuya] was in the form of [Majo Bell], whom I knew. It was the usual pointy witch hat and robe, but she was already beautiful, so it suited her quite well, honestly. The anime-style avatar also softened her sharp edges!

[Kumano-sensei] was in a suit, just like in real life. In fact, she looked so much like her real self, I wondered how she found such an identical outfit.

Conversely, [Izumo-san] and I were in our default male and female outfits. Our appearance was close to our real selves, but with slight changes to hair style and color.

As I’m not the type to spend money on avatar costumes, that was natural for me, but I was surprised [Izumo-san] was in her default outfit. *She could have dressed up a bit more…*

“Alright, welcome to the [Cybernetics Club], both of you. First, I’ll tell you about our past club activities.”

President [Katori Suzuya], or rather, President Bell, snapped her fingers, and a window appeared above the head seat, where a video began to play.

“Yay! [Majo Bell]’s [IRO] stream is starting!”
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I stared silently at Bell-buchou, but she didn't seem fazed at all.

Can someone really act this well? Huh...

I don't watch virtual idol livestreams that often, but her concurrent viewership easily clears tens of thousands...

And for yesterday's stream alone, the view count's already breezed past 100,000. Yeah, no doubt she's top-tier among virtual idols.

In the bottom-left corner of the screen was a close-up of Bell-buchou's bust, with the game footage playing behind her—the standard setup for a gameplay stream.

I guess the point is having her chest on display. It's bouncing like crazy.

The game she's playing is IRO, but of course, it's nothing like the IRO I know.

Just your typical MMORPG: shopping around town, picking up quests at the Adventurer's Guild, then going out to defeat goblins and orcs.

Still, whenever Bell—the character played by Bell-buchou—nukes a minor boss with magic, donation alerts keep pouring in. Honestly? Kinda terrifying...

*"Are we supposed to help Bell-buchou with her streams as our club activity too?"*

Nice one, Mion-san. That's exactly what I wanted to ask.

Frankly, I wouldn't mind that. Getting to see up close how a famous virtual idol runs her streams sounds pretty interesting.

But then—

"It's not mandatory. It was just a last resort because the club's equipment was so pathetic, it didn't even live up to the name 'Cybernetics Club.'"

Yata-sensei nodded vigorously at Bell-buchou's wry smile.

"The Cybernetics Club was on the verge of being disbanded, but thanks to Bell-san joining, we managed to pull through.

Since our budget was practically zero, we started this virtual idol thing to raise funds. Ended up making way more than we needed, honestly."

"Way more than needed"... Yeah, after seeing that video, I can definitely believe it!

This place's equipment costs must've been covered entirely by her earnings. Just how much money has she made?!

"Uh... so what should we do?"

"Well... if you don't have anything specific you'd like to do, how about starting your own virtual idol activities—separate from mine?"

So she means Mion-san, probably?

I was thinking I'd just stick to behind-the-scenes work... but when I glanced at her, she looked a little taken aback.

*"I'm not good at playing games myself. I'd rather just watch Shou-kun's IRO gameplay."*

Huh? Oh. Uh, yeah, sure. I mean... is it really that interesting?

"I see~ So Mion-san's more of a viewer, huh~"

"Right, right. We were talking about that earlier. Shou-kun, which faction did you start with? Empire? Kingdom? Republic?"

Aaaah! She's bringing it back to that topic we were avoiding!

What do I do? Wait, what *can* I even do about this?

"U-uh... well... actually, none of them..."

I glanced sideways at Mion-san. She had a mischievous little smile. Is she saying it's okay to spill the beans? Seriously?

*
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			Coordination

			“It looks good. But Mion-san, do you only have default outfits?”

Under [Kumano-sensei]’s guidance, Mion-san started a group-limited stream.

The two of them were setting up in a virtual studio, while President Bell and I watched the stream.

The bust shot in the center of the screen certainly gave off the vibe of a virtual idol stream, but indeed, the default outfit was unacceptable…

“Mion-san~ Do you have any outfits other than the default one~?”

“I don’t have any. I’m not interested in clothes…”

Mion-san on the screen replied.

*Well, it feels like she’s not interested in real life either, but I still think she should comb her hair a bit more.*

“Bell-san, can’t you lend her some spare outfits~?”

“My outfits tend to accentuate the body line, so I couldn’t possibly let her wear those…”

*Ah, so she does consciously choose outfits like that.*

*Yeah, President Bell has a very curvy figure, so those kinds of outfits suit her well!*

“Then~ I’ll pay for it from club funds~ Can Bell-san and I pick out clothes for her~?”

“Yes.”

Hearing that reply, President Bell also went into virtual view mode.

*How will those two coordinate Mion-san…?*

As I was spacing out, thinking about that, Mion-san’s clothes on the stream suddenly changed into a frilly, fancy outfit that screamed “I’m an idol!” to anyone who saw it.

“Shou-kun, what do you think~?”

“...Is that completely [Kumano-sensei]’s taste? I mean, I think it’s cute, but…”

*And still, her hair could use a bit more combing…*

“Alright, next is my turn.”

The next moment I heard that, Mion-san’s outfit changed into a suit that looked like an office lady’s—no, a reception desk attendant’s.

Hmm…

“This is good in its own way, but…”

Somehow, it didn’t suit Mion-san’s image. It needed something more…

“You’re so indecisive~ That kind of indecisive attitude is disliked by women~”

“That’s right, you need to praise her more directly, like ‘Cute!’”

*Could you two please stop with the body blows? Besides, I’ve never even chosen clothes for a woman before… (excluding my sister and younger sister).*

“Uhm… could Shou-kun choose for me?”

*Aaahhh!*

Please, spare me, seriously. But I can’t refuse in this atmosphere… *Sigh…*

“Understood. I’m coming over.”

I closed my eyes… and after a while, when I opened them, I was standing in a corner of the studio.

Mion-san, spotting me, waved her hand. *Ugh, the pressure is immense…*

“Uhm, is this the costume rack…?”

Opening the costume rack nearby, a long list of outfits appeared before my eyes. Avatar costumes are pretty expensive, you know.

High-level techniques like coordinating tops and bottoms individually are impossible for me, so a set outfit would be the safest bet. There’s a set discount too.

As I casually browsed and scrolled, I saw some that President Bell and [Kumano-sensei] had chosen.

*They must have also chosen set outfits…*

“Hmm…”

It was tough with everyone’s gaze fixed on me as I kept scrolling.

Still, it was for Mion-san’s big debut, so I couldn’t just decide on a whim.

“Ah, how about this?”

I took out an outfit and handed it to Mion-san.

In times like these, it’s nice that trying things on is free.

“Yeah. I’ll take this one.”

*Wait, you haven’t even tried it on yet, have you? Just try it on, please?*

“Oh~ That’s nice~”

“Heh, well done.”

The outfit I handed her was explorer-like.

A khaki shirt with two chest pockets, and a wide brown belt around the waist.

The bottom was shorts, but that probably wouldn’t be visible on stream.

“Ah, that’s what’s missing.”

I rummaged through the costume rack again, found what I was looking for, and handed it to Mion-san.

“How about this?”

“Yeah.”

When the red neckerchief was tied around her neck… *Nice!* Her charm instantly increased.

The explorer-like attire seemed to suit Mion-san with her slightly frizzy hair.

“I feel like I lost somehow~”

“Yeah…”

The two women hung their heads.

“Since it’s an uninhabited island and a live stream, I just thought this kind of outfit would be perfect.”

“Does it suit me?”

“Of course. I also think sporty clothes would suit you. Like tennis wear?”

“I’ll try it next time.”

*Ah, yeah, I'm happy, but the pressure from the women is getting intense.*

I feel like it's best to escape for now, so I’ll head to [IRO] quickly.

“Alright, I’m going to [IRO]. Should I set the stream to private, for Mion-san only?”

“Yes, please do that. [Kumano-sensei] will connect it to the studio screen.”

“Roger.”

I said that and made my escape!

I left the studio and logged into [IRO].

*Come to think of it, I logged out after sleeping in the makeshift tent yesterday, didn’t I? I wonder what it’s like…*

***

“Hm… I was okay. Good, good.”

I opened my eyes and saw the ceiling of the makeshift tent. *It's not really a 'ceiling', though.*

Alright, I opened the stream settings and first changed [Start Streaming: Automatic] to manual. Next, I set it to [Private: Mion] and started streaming.

“The weather’s nice in [IRO] again today.”

Stepping outside, a blue sky and beautiful ocean spread before me, and I once again felt the amazingness of full-dive VR.

[Mion has started watching.]

“Hello~”

“Yes, Mion-san, hello.”

“I’ve connected to the studio screen~ The rest is up to you~”

[Kumano-sensei]’s voice came through the group call.

*I see, so with this call, she can give instructions without it being on the stream. I nodded in understanding.*

However, I spent too much time picking clothes, so long explorations are out of the question for now…

“Alright, for now, we’ll practice live streaming, and once you get used to it, we’ll make it public.”

So, right now, it’s:

[Shou] —— [Mion] —— [[Kumano-sensei] · President Bell]
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			“Shou-kun, what will you do today?”

“Hmm, gathering [Woodcraft] materials, and exploring the eastern side along the coast, I guess. I want to go to the western side when I’m a bit more settled.”

Today is purely Mion-san’s practice. I think relaxed gameplay that allows me to respond is better.

“You made that tent, right? Does it really have the [sleep logout effect]?”

“Ah, yes, it does. I guess as long as you can lie down and sleep, it’s fine.”

Well, if you’re logged in, there’s natural [MP] recovery, so it’s not exactly a problem even if you don’t build a tent.

“Normal players properly pay money to stay at an inn and log out~ Though it seems some people cut corners~”

“Oh, really…” *If you’re in a city, there probably wouldn’t be any need to stay at an inn, though.*

“In the Empire, if you log out standing in a plaza or an alleyway, NPC pickpockets apparently steal your money.”

“Seriously?”

“That’s scary.”

*Nat started in the Empire, didn’t he?*

Well, he’s not the type to be stingy in such situations, so he’s probably fine.

“[IRO] tries to take money from players in quite a few ways, doesn’t it…”

“I think it’s an inflation countermeasure.”

“Inflation?”

Mion-san asked. *Perhaps she doesn't really feel it if she’s not the one playing.*

“Players get richer as they play, and it would be boring if they didn’t, right?”

“Yeah.”

“You earn money by hunting monsters or making potions, and then you buy new equipment, and that cycle repeats.”

“Yeah.”

“When everyone levels up and gets rich, rare drop weapons and such can go for unbelievable prices. The sellers want to get a high price too.”

“I see…”

And when you hunt, hoping for rare drops, money accumulates too, you know.

“Rare drops might still be the better situation. There’s also buying up potions sold cheaper than you could make them.”

“Buying them up and selling them at a higher price?”

“Yes, that’s right.”

“That’s brutal…”

In real life, resellers buy up limited-edition items and sell them on auction sites at high prices. It really makes you understand why MMORPGs are often called a microcosm of the economy.

“So, what you were just talking about, is it about NPCs collecting money from players?”

“Yeah, like, gradually shaving off bits of money each day so they don’t get rich too fast? It must be hard, because if they do it too much, the game becomes boring.”

“In the Kingdom, a basic inn stay is 1000 Iris, which is about 2 or 3 goblins defeated and their [Magic Stones] sold, or one [Bicobit]’s worth of meat.”

*So, it's cheap enough for even beginners who just started to manage. It would be problematic if they stumbled right there.*

“Shou-kun, you don’t use money, right?”

“No. Or rather, my current money is 0 yen, no, 0 Iris. It seems you don’t get money if you choose an [Uninhabited Island Start]… Oops!”

“*Pish Pish!*”

I dodged a [Bicobit] that charged with its horns and jump attack, then swiftly defeated it with my dagger. That’s one night’s basic inn stay.

The eastern side must be a safe zone for beginner equipment, but I still need to find a way to get weapons and armor.

“Aren’t there any additional equipment for that~?”

“Ah, well, I don’t know what the initial equipment or items are for a regular start.”

Thinking it would be faster to show them, I opened my equipment menu.

*If I place it around here, it should be easy to see, right?*

“I think it’s the same as when I started…”

“President Bell, you started from the closed beta, right? How much initial money did you have?”

“30,000 Iris. Including lodging and food expenses, it’s enough to live without income for a while.”

*Somehow, I feel like I lost 30,000 yen.*

“Well, in exchange, I got a whole lot of [SP]…”

“Can you show us your stats and skills~?”

“Roger.”

――――――――――――――――――――

Name: Shou Lv.2

HP: 155 MP: 155

STR: 15 DEX: 15 AGI: 12

INT: 14 VIT: 14 LUK: 10

[Elemental Magic]: 1 [Dagger]: 1 [Dismantling]: 1

[Appraisal]: 1 [Throwing]: 1 [Woodcraft]: 1

[Stonemasonry]: 1 [Presence Detection]: 1 [Presence Concealment]: 1

Remaining SP: 31 Remaining BP: 0

――――――――――――――――――――

Hmm, lame.

I spent a lot of time on character creation on Day 1, and my character level only increased by 1 on Day 2.

“You have 31 [SP] remaining…”

“I expect I’ll be using them a lot from now on.”

*Or rather, honestly, I’m worried if 31 is enough. How am I supposed to level up my character on this [Uninhabited Island], anyway?*

*I guess I really have no choice but to slowly chip away at the goblins I found earlier…*

“Do you have any skills you plan to acquire~?”

“Uhm, [Fishing], maybe?”

“You talked about that yesterday, didn’t you?”

“Yeah, yeah. If only I could procure a hook and line.”

I could just dig up some random dirt to find worms for bait; everything my dad taught me might come in handy.

Just then, I reached a spot where I could see the [cliff] on the eastern side of the island.

“Ohh~”

It was so beautiful, I’d describe it as scenic. I keep thinking full-dive VR is amazing.

“What a beautiful view…”

“Honestly, how did you find such an island…”

“Right~”

I myself truly wonder how I found it.

“Did you intend to start on an [Uninhabited Island] from the beginning?”

“Yeah. Well, it was more like, ‘it’d be nice if I could,’ but after realizing that the starting point selection map could be zoomed and scrolled, I spent four… almost five hours searching.”

Somehow, silence fell after my answer. *They seemed utterly appalled.*

Well, I do think I was a bit broken at that time.

“May I ask why you wanted to play solo so badly?”

“...Something like, I just wanted to relax by myself?”

Playing games with people is fun too, but I always seem to prioritize the other person’s enjoyment.

[Nat] knows this well, so he’s quite considerate, but then I feel a bit guilty about that too…

“Is it a nuisance that I’m streaming?”

“No, not at all. I intended to enjoy solo play, but talking with Mion-san while playing is fun.”

“That’s good…”

Watching someone else play a game is fun, but the reverse is quite enjoyable too.

If it were [Mashiro nee], she’d probably be nagging me with “Do this, do that…”

“Guilty.”

“Guilty, indeed~”

“Eh?”



		
		
		
			Chapter 11: Chicken Curry
			
			
		
		
			Chapter 11

			Chicken Curry

			*It's about time to wrap things up, everyone.*"

I heard Yata-sensei's voice and hurriedly returned to the makeshift tent.

For now, I'll log out to sleep again.

"Phew…"

Returning to real view, everyone seemed to have already removed their VR HMDs, so I quickly took mine off too.

"The Cybernetics Club basically finishes club activities at 5:45 PM, so remember that."

"After that, we'll clean up, and leave the club room by 6:00 PM."

*I see, understood.*

*I hear sports clubs often go until almost 7 PM, and serious cultural clubs like the brass band do too.*

*Compared to that, this club is pretty chill. Good, good.*"

After a quick tidy-up of the desks, today's club activities were over.

Everyone left the club room, and Yata-sensei locked up last.

As we walked down the corridor of the cultural club building, with Yata-sensei and Bell-buchou in front… they really stood out. I could see glances darting their way, drawn to the line of beauties.

"Today, Bell-san has a live stream starting at 8 PM, so both of you should watch it in the Virtual Club Room for future reference."

*…So the real work starts after I get home, huh?*

*Well, if I'm going to do it, I guess I should seriously watch Witch Bell's stream as an example.*

"How often do you usually stream?"

"Before IRO started, it was twice a week, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 PM for about an hour."

"Is it different now?"

"Since it's a trending game, I'd really like to play all week, but…"

Yata-sensei gave Bell-buchou a smiling… glare.

"Streaming is limited to three times a week. The two new members should remember that too."

"…Understood."

Along with my reply, Izumo-san nodded slightly.

*Well, it probably means 'don't have club activities at weird hours.'*

"This week, it's scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday. What you saw earlier was on Sunday, the opening day. So, today is Tuesday, and then Thursday, the day after tomorrow, are planned streams. Each will be a little over an hour, I suppose."

"We absolutely cut off streams by 10 PM. There's a rule that minors under 18 can only appear on live broadcasts until 10 PM."

*Yata-sensei is really on top of things.*

*Well, if that pace is fine, and Mion-san and I don't really need to become popular, then it might be fun like a little hobby.*

"By the way, it's okay to play IRO even when not streaming, right?"

"Of course. In fact, all the preparation to make the stream look good is quite a lot of work, you know?"

*Ah, right…*

*If you want to show the good parts in just over an hour of streaming, you really need to finish the prep work beforehand.*

As we chatted, we exited the club room building.

"Well then, I'll head back to the faculty room, so everyone please be careful on your way home."

And with that, Yata-sensei left.

*Thanks for your hard work…*
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			Day 4 (Wednesday)
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			"Well now, I won't be streaming today either, so what should we do?"

"What should we do, you ask? It's club recruitment week…"

*Don't we need to go to the gym?*

*Yeah, I don't think that's something we should just ignore, is it?*

"I left a note at the gym saying, 'Those wishing to join, please come to the club room.'"

*…Well, I just came here on my own too.*

*Anyway, you can't really tell what this club does until you actually come to the club room.*

But,

"Don't you get more club funds if you have more members?"

"Club funds depend more on achievements than the number of members. Well, I earn enough for our club, so it's not a problem."

*Oh, right…*

*Well, there's only one seat left, including the VR HMD, so too many people coming would be a problem in itself.*

*My sister, Miki, will probably join next year, so that'll be just right.*

"By the way, Yata-sensei isn't coming today?"

"Today's a day when faculty meetings run long, so she probably won't come to the club room."

*Seriously, still the same as before?!*

*Well, when it's time to return it, I'll ask Bell-buchou.*

"Alright, I guess it's streaming practice. Should I go to IRO?"

*Shou-kun, wait.*

I was about to dive into IRO right away, but Mion stopped me.

*I have a suggestion, I don't think we need to do a live stream from the very beginning.*

"Oh, what do you mean?"

*I think if we post a video of Shou-kun's uninhabited island gameplay with commentary, people will watch it.*

*Ah, that might be true. Or rather, there's no real benefit to going live from the start, is there?*

*For Mion… it's probably more reassuring than going live right away.*

"That's true. The World Announcement about the Uninhabited Island Discovery is still a mystery. Just compiling that information would be valuable enough, I suppose."

*If we go live right away, the Uninhabited Island Start might stand out too much, and that wouldn't be good. Wouldn't it be better to upload an edited video first, and then go live once things have settled down?*

"Indeed, that way fewer unexpected things would happen, and it might be good for getting used to it…"

*Complaints coming in real-time would be scary, wouldn't they?*

*Well, that approach is perfectly fine, but…*

"Um, in that case, who's going to edit the video?"

"Both of you, of course?"

*Bell-buchou casually threw it all onto us.*

*When she says that, I have no choice but to do it, but I haven't really done much video editing myself.*

*Looking at Mion, she looked satisfied, or rather, fully motivated—a bit different from her usual timid self.*

*Well, I figured she liked that kind of thing, given she joined this club, but I wonder if she's good at video editing.*

"Um, so what should I do?"

*Please play IRO with the same streaming settings as yesterday. I'll also stream with the same group settings.*

"So we'll do a group-limited stream, but then edit the archived footage later, right?"

*That's right.*

*I see. If it was just my archive, it would be a double effort to import it into the studio later.*

*What about Bell-buchou?*

"Then I'll just watch Mion-san's stream in real view. Someone might come, after all."

*Ah, right, there's still a chance that prospective members might come.*
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			After eating my instant, versatile dinner of fried rice and finishing my homework, I logged into the Virtual Club Room just before 9 PM.

Waiting there were not only Mion and Bell-buchou, but also Yata-sensei.

"Sorry I'm late."

*Shou-kun.*

"It's not a sports club, so don't worry about being 5 or 10 minutes late."

"Right?"

*I appreciate her saying that, but I remember her being quite strict about club closing times and live stream ending times…*

"Alright, shall we all watch the video Mion-san edited?"

"Got it!"

Bell-buchou snapped her fingers and started playing the video she received from Mion.

*"I Saw an IRO Miracle!! Discovered the Only Player Who Landed on an Uncharted Isle!"*

*…Is the title deliberately trying to evoke something specific? Well, it is accurate, I guess.*

*And then Mion appears. The explorer style suits her, and she looks cute. Depending on the content, I have a feeling this could become incredibly popular.*

*"Nice to meet you. I am Mion, a game mystery hunter. Please treat me well."*

Mion bows politely. Good. Surprisingly, there are many people who are particular about manners.

*"This time, I'd like to delve into the life of an IRO solo player I accidentally discovered. If you enjoyed this video and want to see more, please subscribe to the channel."*

*Yeah, yeah, textbook stuff.*

From there, she skillfully edited and connected the archived gameplay footage, explaining key points of the uninhabited island's east side, starting from the coast.

*Like defeating and dismantling South Snakes and Bicobits, roasting and eating their meat, then stealthily tracking a goblin I found until I discovered their settlement.*

*It was well-put-together, interspersed with exchanges between Mion and me, and the quality was so high it was hard to believe it was made in such a short time after getting home…*

*"That concludes this video. Please leave your comments and requests below. See you in the next video!"*

Mion waved with a beaming smile.

*Holy crap, isn't this quality too high?!*

"This is great! I think the view count will explode!"

*What about you, Shou-kun?*

"I thought it was really good. It was packed with stuff, no boring moments, and interesting to watch all the way through."

*That's good to hear.*

*That soft smile of hers, it's so cute it makes my heart thump, so I wish she'd cut me some slack.*

"What do you think, Yata-sensei?"

"Hmmmm, it's wonderfully done, but it's *too* wonderful, which is a problem."

*The gesture of placing a finger on her chin and tilting her head slightly. I did or didn't think that's not a gesture a woman over twenty should make…*

Ignoring the gesture, Mion posed a question.

*Teacher, what exactly is the problem?*

"First off, for a first video, I think it's a bit long. Mion-chan is amazing for being able to thoroughly report for about 15 minutes, but she looks completely professional."

"I-I see…"

*Now that she mentioned it, both the pacing and the editing were so high quality that it didn't seem like the work of a 'new virtual idol.'*

*Sharp viewers might think, 'Ah, this is staged,' and if that happens, I feel like suspicion alone will run wild, which isn't good.*

*Moreover, Yata-sensei seemed to have more to say.*

"You've packed all the information you have into this video, but that will make it hard for the next one. It'll become 'we can't release a video if Shou-kun's gameplay doesn't progress,' won't it?"

"Ugh… that's rough. Honestly, I'm fumbling around so much that I doubt the game will even progress much."

*Currently, I'm stuck at the point of figuring out what to do about the goblin settlement I found at the end of the video.*

*Shou-kun, don't push yourself too hard. Teacher, what should we do?*

"How about a much more relaxed pace, similar to Shou-kun's uninhabited island slow life?"

*According to Yata-sensei, this video should only cover from when I first landed on the uninhabited island until I met Mion and fell.*

*Especially since the archive of the first day clearly shows me earning the special bonus SP, that alone would make the video valuable.*

"Indeed, if you pack too much in, people tend to get dissatisfied if the next one doesn't have as much content…"

*As expected of someone with experience, Bell-buchou was nodding, as if she understood. Mion, on the other hand, looked a bit dissatisfied?*

*Well, she put so much effort into making it perfect, so being told it's too perfect to be good must be discouraging.*

"People who come expecting a strategy video will quickly leave if there's no new information."

*Certainly, that would be tough, feeling like you have to desperately create content for consistent viewers. It wouldn't be a slow life anymore.*

"Perhaps it would be better if Mion-san seemed to be watching over Shou-kun's slow life?"

"That's right. You know how there are videos where people find the daily lives of animals kept in zoos cute? How about we go for that kind of direction?"

*I feel like this conversation is heading in a terrible direction… Can I cry?*

*Shou-kun, is that okay with you?*

"Hmm, it just means I'll be playing while chatting with Mion, right? If that's all it needs to be…"

*Please let me interpret it that way. Being treated like a pet in a video is just too much.*

"The Uninhabited Island Start is quite unique, and it might draw envy, so it would probably be better to show the difficult parts too."

*Ah… Indeed, Nat also wanted to come, and if I only show the good parts, the envy might get intense, potentially causing trouble for the operations team. And that trouble going to Mion would be bad.*

"Got it! A kind of uninhabited island survival diary, including the gritty parts."

*Thank you, Shou-kun.*

*Well, actually, it's probably better if people see how tough the gameplay is; that way, there won't be any strange admiration or envy. For me, I'm just playing normally.*

In the end, Mion and Yata-sensei displayed incredible editing skills, completing the retake version of the first video in about an hour.

*Alright, I'll upload it.*

"What about promotion? Directing from my channel… that might be seen as staged again, I wonder."

"That's right. Just tagging the video with 'IRO' should be enough. We'll observe the viewers' reactions for that part too."

*Well, if the view count gradually increases, and subscribers grow, and then we go live once we're comfortable, that would be ideal.*

*There was a time when I thought that way too…*
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			"Just maaan..."

"Welcome back, Brother! Bath first? Dinner first? Or perhaps...?"

"Dinner."

No thanks for the usual routine.

In the end, I couldn't get any IRO time after checking the comments on that video, and I wanted to eat quickly and get back to gaming.

"You're in no mood, Brother. I've prepared Chinese rice bowls, so let's have dinner."

"Sweet, thanks."

Though 'prepared' probably means it's retort. If I let my idiot sister cook a full Chinese rice bowl from scratch, there's a real chance the kitchen would explode.

"I can make miso soup and spinach with sesame dressing at least..."

Quickly whipping up some side dishes for balance. Even though she's picky, she finishes everything—makes her relatively easy to deal with. If it were my older sister, things would get way more complicated...

"Itadakimasu."

"Itadakimasu!"

My sister, gobbling down her food with gusto, suddenly looked up and stared at me.

"What? Got something on my face?"

"No... but Brother, you've been smelling oddly girlish lately. Got yourself a girlfriend?"

"Guh—!"

Damn it, nearly spat out my rice...

"What do you mean, 'girlish'?"

"Your uniform carries a scent—definitely not Mother's or Sister's."

Seriously? If I had to guess, it's definitely Izumo-san—Mion...

I don't remember doing anything suspicious like putting my arm around her. Though I *do* occasionally grab the hem of her blazer...

I set my chopsticks down, walked over, and sniffed the blazer hanging nearby... No clue!

"Hmm, looks like you *do* have something to hide."

"Geez, you were *watching* me?!"

"Hee hee hee... I got a DM from Sister saying, 'Shota seems close with a girl from his club. If they're getting too cozy, deal with him.'"

Seriously?! And it came from Kumano-sensei?! What about privacy laws?!

"Well, if Brother actually gets a girlfriend, that's wonderful. I won't snitch to Sister."

"Whew! Not that I *have* a girlfriend! We're just in the same class and same club!"

"Tch, boring. If you ever invite her home, introduce her to me. If you don't... well..."

"Of course, of course."

Though honestly, I can't imagine shy Mion ever coming over.

"By the way, that DM—was it on Saezutter?"

"Yes. I heard you weren't using it. Changed your mind?"

"Nah, I avoid it 'cause I hate spoilers. Plus, if Shiratori-nee found out my account, she'd just spam me with 'buy me some anpan' every five minutes."

Better not wake a sleeping god. So yeah, staying far away from social media is safest.

＊＊＊

Ate dinner, did the dishes, finished homework—past eight now. Time to log in.

I flopped onto bed, pulled on the VR HMD, and switched to real view. Checking the friend list, Mion was already online—probably in the Virtual Club Room.

Is Bell-senpai live streaming IRO right now? Wasn't she supposed to stream this Thursday?

"Bawassu."

*Shou-kun.*

Mion waved happily at me, setting aside what looked like video editing for her next upload to greet me properly.

"That the next one?"

"Mm-hmm. Up to where we chased those goblins the other day."

"Nice. But, uh... how *do* we beat them...?"

With beginner gear like this, it's gonna be tough. And obviously, there's no shop.

Which means we'll have to craft our own weapons and armor. But even if we get the Blacksmithing skill, where the heck do we get raw materials...?

*Shou-kun, don't push yourself too hard?*

"Ah, yeah. Nah, we'll take it slow. I'll just wander around the west side today."

"Mm, have fun."

Hmm... this actually feels... kinda nice.

＊＊＊

"Good, good. You're safe inside the tent today."

Stepped outside. Before heading west, I toggled on Mion's exclusive stream.

[Mion has started viewing]

*Shou-kun, hello.*

"Welcome, Mion."

I waved toward the camera.

*How's it looking today?*

"Thinking of exploring the west side of the uninhabited island."

*Okay! Good luck!*

Huh. Feels like it's been a while since I've properly enjoyed IRO. Checked my equipment, inventory... not much here.

Started walking west. After a stretch of grassy field, I spotted a forest—different from the east side. Looks like cedar and cypress?

"East side was tropical, and now this is Nordic?"

*That's interesting. Must be something only a game can do.*

"Yeah, maybe. But this could mean we've found potential lumber for the log house?"

*Log house!?*

"Well, assuming I can figure out how to cut down trees..."

Even with the Gathering skill, I don't have an axe. I wonder if one's just lying around somewhere.

But once I get an axe and start logging, I'll need Carpentry next—saw, hammer, nails...

"Huh?"

My weak detection sense picked up something faint.

*What is it?*

If I answer, she might notice. I raised my hand slightly—maybe that counts as a reply? Eh, whatever.

Activated my Detection Evasion skill and crept closer...

"Quuun..."

Huh? A puppy?

Wait—right! Appraisal!

[Wolf?: Light Injury]

Huh? *Wolf*? And the question mark means my Appraisal level's too low?

*Is it hurt?*

"Looks like it. Uh..."

Pulled up the skill menu, searched. Light injury—so it's wounded. Need a skill to heal injuries.

The best option seems to be [Holy Magic: Lv1], but it's grayed out—can't acquire it for some reason.

"Ugh, can't get Holy Magic. And Elemental Magic had no restrictions..."

*Then what about First Aid or Alchemy?*

"That's it!"

Both skills seem useful for healing personal injuries or illnesses—definitely worth grabbing.

Alright, acquired [First Aid: Lv1], [Alchemy: Lv1]. And [Gathering: Lv1] too, so I can collect herbs more efficiently. Still 28 SP left—plenty to spare.

Now, applying First Aid to the wolf pup...

[Insufficient Tools]

"Ugh! Tools—like bandages. How the heck do I get those here?"

Then again, this feels like a quest. There should be something nearby I can use as a substitute.

Looked around carefully...

[Hermit Bamboo Grass]

"Can I use this?"

Ripped off a few strips and tried First Aid again...

[First Aid: Major Success]

"Yes!"

*Amazing!*

Stay calm. Re-Appraise.

[Wolf?: Light Injury (Recovery in approx. 12 hours)]

Got it. That's how it shows now. Hmm... leaving it here for half a day feels risky...

"I'll take it back with me for now."

"Okay!"

I should have rabbit meat in my inventory, and I can produce water with magic. First things first—I need to feed it properly so it heals.
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			Solving with Food

			"Whine…"

*Picked up? Rescued? The wolf-like animal was probably still a pup. Its paws were large for its body.*

*I managed to bring it to the tent, but just leaving it on the ground wouldn't do. For now, I'll gather some driftwood and make a makeshift bed.*

"Oh, wait, can it drink water first?"

I poured water purified by [Purification] magic into the crude wooden cup I made for myself and offered it to the pup… It started to lap it up, and I felt relieved.

*I'm glad it drank properly!*

"IRO is amazing, isn't it? I felt like I'd really picked up a puppy, and I panicked a lot."

*It really is. Watching it was nerve-wracking too.*

Now, for dinner… I took rabbit meat from my inventory and placed it in front of the pup… wolf pup. After sniffing it, it took a tiny bite from the edge.

*Isn't the meat too big?*

"Oh, right. Thanks."

*You're welcome.*

*Um, I want to cut it somewhere, but I don't have a cutting board!*

"Just a minute."

I dashed off, scoured the eastern coastline, and grabbed a reasonably large, flat stone. I tucked it under my arm and dashed back.

"Thanks for waiting. This will serve as a cutting board…"

*I washed it with [Purification] magic, then placed the rabbit meat on it. Finely… should I just mince it?*

*I figured I'd get it eventually, so I acquired [Cooking: Lv1]! Now, please don't let me fail at mincing rabbit meat with this…*

I chopped it into chunks with my beginner's dagger… This should be about right?

"Can you eat this?"

When I served it on a wooden plate and held it to its nose, it slowly but deliciously started to eat.

*So cute~*

"They're especially cute when they're small, aren't they?"

*My older sister scares both dogs and cats, so we can't have pets at home. I wonder if I can keep this one in IRO? Taming? [Taming]?*

"Woof."

"Oh, feeling better?"

I took out another piece of rabbit meat and minced it. It was a crude chop, but it should be fine even if it wasn't neatly minced like what you buy in a pack.

*Shou-kun, you're very caring, aren't you? Like making dinner for your sister.*

"Eh? Really?"

*It's less 'caring' and more 'been forced to take care of things so much that it's become normal,' or something… I'm starting to feel sad.*

*Shou-kun?*

"Ah, it's nothing. Well, I guess I'll go continue exploring the west side."

*Okay!*

*And I need to go replenish the rabbit meat for this guy, too.*
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			————

[Empire・Kingdom・Republic] IRO General Chat [Everyone Get Along]

————

This is a general chat thread.

Everyone is a beginner when they start. Don't forget the spirit of helping each other.

[Characteristics of Each Nation]

Grania Empire

A hot-blooded nation. Abundant extermination quests. If you want to fight, this is the place! But the public order isn't great, and the NPCs are kind of annoying.

Wolkelst Kingdom

A peaceful, defensive superpower. Abundant exploration and defense quests. If you like relaxed RPGs, this is the place! Too peaceful, so too many people.

Marsis Republic

A merchant nation. Abundant procurement and escort quests. This is the place for all production classes! Or so I'd like to say, but there are many rivals, so be careful.

————

…

…

…

[Typical Imperial Citizen]

Levels go up pretty fast if you just fight casually.

The current cap is 20, right? I feel like I'll reach it soon.

[Typical Royal Citizen]

It's fast up to Lv5, but after that it's tough…

Is skill level max 10?

[Typical Republic Citizen]

Combat classes are fine, but production classes inevitably become grindy.

Buy materials, produce, repeat.

My money is increasing, so no complaints, but still.

[Typical Royal Citizen]

According to the Closed Beta players, yes. >Skill Level Cap

But they say no one actually maxed out a skill to Lv10 during the Closed Beta period.

Well, it just started, so there's no need to rush.

[Typical Imperial Citizen]

New players are restricted, so it's basically just an expanded Closed Beta, right?

It's probably to prevent too much of a gap with later arrivals, but I want the new player restrictions lifted soon.

[Typical Royal Citizen]

I really want the production players to work hard.

Soon, I'll need not just consumables, but weapons and armor too, please…

[Typical Republic Citizen]

I'd love to make them, but considering the risk of failure and efficiency…

Knives that never fail and become high quality yield the most profit. There are delivery quests, too.

[Typical Royal Citizen]

I wonder when the new player restrictions will be lifted.

The main scenario probably starts from there, so everyone's anxious.

…

…

…

[Typical Republic Citizen]

Huh? What on earth… Does anyone know?

[Typical Royal Citizen]

What's an Uninhabited Island Discovery?

[Typical Imperial Citizen]

This is the Empire. The plaza is buzzing, but no one knows. Seeking information.

[Typical Republic Citizen]

The Republic is also in chaos. Uninhabited island, did someone go out to sea or something?

[Typical Royal Citizen]

Same in the Kingdom~. What the heck is an uninhabited island…

…

…

…
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			Rare Skills and Pioneers

			"Phew, the tent is safe again today…"

"Woof!"

"Whoa?!"

Suddenly, the wolf pup I rescued yesterday jumped at me just as I sat up. It immediately started licking my face all over.

*Shou-kun, are you ready yet?*

*Ah, sorry. Just a moment.*

*I want to turn on the stream quickly, but the wolf pup is right in front of my face…*

"Can you see it?"

*Shou-kun, hello. Wait, is that the pup from yesterday?!*

"Yeah. It suddenly jumped at me… Hey, hey, I get it now."

I picked up the wolf pup—*yep, it's a boy*—and set it down in the middle of my crossed legs.

*Its injury seems to have healed.*

"Looks like it."

Looking at the wolf pup…

[Wolf?: ]

*The '?' was still there as usual. It's good that the 'Minor Injury' display is gone, but the display frame had changed from white to green.*

"What's with this green frame? I thought red was enemy, white was non-aggressive, blue was player, and yellow was NPC. Do you know anything, Mion?"

*I don't know either.*

*Hmm, as a possibility, it feels like 'friendly,' maybe? If so…*

Of course, I opened my skill list and searched for [Taming]. If I could get it, it should be lit up!

"It's here! [Taming] skill! Requires 9 SP?!"

*Normal skills are 1 SP, so this is nine times that! This must be a rare skill, huh? Is it like Common 1, Uncommon 4, Rare 9?*

*Shou-kun, are you going to get it?*

"Of course… I'm getting it. I want to keep this pup!"

I made up my mind and acquired it! Okay! My remaining SP suddenly dropped to 18.

"Um, how do I do this?"

For now, I looked at the wolf pup.

[Wolf: NoName: Friendly (Tamable)]

*Oh! Alright, I guess I'll try taming it right away.*

[Taming successful. Please decide on a name.]

"Eh, a name? Crap, I haven't thought of one at all!"

*I had a hunch it might happen, but I didn't expect to have to decide on a name right here and now.*

*Um… I've been thinking of a name, would that be alright?*

"Eh, you thought of one?"

*Yes. How about Lupi?*

"Yeah, decided."

*As expected, it's a good name; cute, and also sounds a bit strong.*

*With my naming sense, I probably would've just named it 'Pochi' without any thought…*

"Alright, your name is 'Lupi.'"

"Woof!"

[Wolf?: Lupi: Intimate]

*Oh, the '?' is still there, but a name has been properly set. Crap, I'm incredibly happy. Just as I was thinking that…*

[Pioneer of Taming: Acquired 10 SP]

"Eh?!"

*Amazing!*

*My SP, which had decreased from acquiring the Taming skill, returned to 28. In fact, it increased by 1 compared to before acquiring it. Is this balance okay?*

*Also, I felt like someone playing the game normally would have tamed a horse or something already…*

"Woof?"

"Hm? It's nothing."

When I slowly and gently stroked it, it narrowed its eyes contentedly and wagged its tail. Crap. I want to stay like this forever…

*So cute~*

"Ugh, I want to stay like this forever, but what should I do today…"

I thought while stroking Lupi.

*I want to explore a bit further west, but it might be tricky for time if I start now?*

*For now, how about hunting some rabbits for Lupi-chan?*

"Ah, right. And you're hungry, aren't you?"

"Woof!"

*Yeah, that's right. Since it was in here, it probably hasn't eaten.*

"Just a minute."

I took out rabbit meat from my inventory and minced it, just like before.

*The fact that it stayed sitting and waited the whole time I was working suggests that the [Taming] skill is working properly.*

"Alright, you can eat now."

At that, Lupi pounced on the meat and started devouring it. I also had to give it some water.

"What does Lupi do when I'm not logged in?"

*It's probably sleeping, isn't it?*

*Hmm, should I leave some rabbit meat for it for that time?*

"Well, it's a game, so it's probably fine if it doesn't eat for about a day, but…"

*Wouldn't it be fine if Lupi-chan could hunt rabbits herself?*

"Ah, right."

*It's a wolf, so once it gets bigger, it should be able to hunt rabbits… or Bicobits, normally.*

"Lupi. After you eat, we're going hunting."

"Woof!"

*Oh? Its expression suddenly seemed a bit more spirited.*

*Its injury just healed, so don't push it too hard, okay?*

"Yeah, yeah. I'll watch it in the shallow parts of the east side."

*Should I deal a certain amount of damage and then let Lupi finish it off? And does Lupi even have levels…*

…

…

…

After about an hour of continuously hunting the rabbit monster, Bicobit.

[Character Level Up!]

"Oh, my character level went up."

*Congratulations!*

"Thanks. But I'm only level 3, huh?"

*Bell-buchou is around level 7 now, right?*

*The Closed Beta apparently lasted two weeks, with a level cap of 5. They said characters, levels, stats, and skills were carried over, so a direct comparison isn't possible, but…*

*Even so, going from 5 to 7 probably requires more experience than 1 to 3, and doing that in 6 days since launch… isn't she playing quite hardcore?*

"Should I put all my [BP] into stats again?"

*I still have 28 SP left for skill acquisition, after all.*

Again, 3 to [STR], 2 each to [DEX], [INT], and [VIT], 1 to [AGI], and [LUK] skipped. It's a good stopping point, so I'll end here.

"Alright, time to head back. Lupi!"

"Woof!"

*I remembered that you usually let them play with weakened prey at first, so I tried it with a Bicobit, but Lupi won easily.*

*So when I let it fight normally, it won without needing any assistance. It's about as strong as I am…*

*Lupi-chan is smart, isn't she?*

"She's amazing, right? The fact that she understands what I'm saying, I wonder if it's thanks to the [Taming] skill."

*I'm relieved that she seems able to hunt on her own even when I'm not logged in. But there was that goblin settlement further in…*

"Lupi, you can go hunting if you get hungry, but don't go too deep, okay?"

"Woof."

*Yeah, she's smart. Maybe smarter than me?*

"It's about time, isn't it?"

*Yes. It's just before 5:30.*

"Alright, it's a good stopping point, so I'm logging out."

*Okay!*

When I lay down with a thump to log out for sleep, Lupi lay down next to me.

*Hmm, I really want to build a log house soon and live a relaxed life there…*



		
		
		
			Chapter 21: Announcement and Sirloin
			
			
		
		
			Chapter 21

			Announcement and Sirloin

			When I logged out of IRO and returned to real view, Yata-sensei was already in the club room.

Well, "already" isn't quite right; it must have been while I was playing IRO.

"You two are back~. Perfect timing~."

"...Something happen?"

"Before we upload the next video~, I'd like you to post an announcement on your channel~."

*An announcement? What's that?* I wondered, when Mion responded:

*"Should I post it to the Community?"*

"Yes~, I've already drafted the text, so could you please take a look~?"

So, I read through the text Yata-sensei sent. Hmm, let's see...

*"To all our channel subscribers, thank you.

Before our next video upload, there's something important we'd like to convey to everyone.

We've heard from an acquaintance that some individuals are impersonating me, Shou-kun, and our friends, spreading misinformation within the game and on various social media platforms.

Currently, I, Mion, and player Shou-kun, are not disseminating information through any channels other than this one.

Please be cautious and do not be deceived by false information.

We appreciate your continued support for this channel. Mion"*

...Seriously?

"It's gotten to that point, huh..."

*"I'm surprised."*

"It's a malicious prankster~. Apparently, quite a few people were led astray by completely unfounded rumors, like the importance of the name chosen during character creation~."

Reading the text again at Mion's words, the ending had been changed to "Shou 
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			Verification and the Island's West Side

			"Ah, a little more to the left. Around there, zoom in a bit more..."

*"Ah, this island?"*

"No, to its left. Um, scroll a little more southwest."

Yes. Currently, Mion has finished creating her character and is on the starting point selection screen.

Normally, you'd just click and choose one of the three nations on the continent: the Grania Empire, the Wolkelst Kingdom, or the Marsis Republic.

However, by zooming in on that map, scrolling, zooming in again... and checking isolated islands one by one out in the sea away from the continent, an Uninhabited Island Start becomes possible...

"Ah, yeah, that's it. Zoom in on the southern tip of that island."

*"Yes. Ah! I can select... wait?"*

"It seems it can't be selected. Should we conclude that only one person can start on an island?"

"Looks like it. So, is it okay to release this information then?"

Knowing the method, I'm relieved there's no worry of players recreating characters and rushing in. But still,

"Could you wait a moment~? Is Shou-kun's Uninhabited Island Start point the only one~?"

"Oh, no, there are over a dozen other places. I just chose this one because it seemed the best."

"Could you tell me one more different location~?"

So, I told Mion about another potential candidate location, and then:

*"Ah, here, I can select it."*

"I see~. It might be better to keep this information hidden~."

"Why is that?" asked President Bell.

"I think there are only about a hundred such locations~. If we reveal it now, an Uninhabited Island Start rush might begin~."

Ah... if they know how, they can do it if they have the patience.

"I see. If players start an Uninhabited Island Start following a trend but then abandon it, it's the developers who'll have problems," said President Bell. It would be a waste of the Uninhabited Islands they prepared. Well, they probably anticipated that too.

"And if some problem arises from that~, I wouldn't want Mion-san to be blamed~."

"That's true. Let's not disclose it. Is it okay to ignore such questions?"

"Understood."

*"Yes."*

Alright, I guess the verification is over. After this, President Bell will probably play IRO, and I'll go play with Lupi again.

"Mion-san, are you going to start in the Wolkelst Kingdom? Even if you're not good at action games, there are crafting options and many ways to enjoy it."

*"Um... can I pause this?"*

*Pause?* I thought, but then remembered Mion wasn't very keen on playing IRO.

"You can pause it~."

*"Then I'll pause it. I might be able to go to Shou-kun's island soon."*

...Right.

***

"Woof!"

"Whoa, good morning, Lupi."

I caught her as she jumped on me and started the stream.

*"Hello."*

"Welcome, Mion."

"Woof-woof!"

Hmm? Can Lupi see the camera too? Well, since she's my partner, it wouldn't be strange if she could.

*"How's it looking today?"*

"I've only explored the shallow parts of the west side, so today I plan to go deeper. I'll take Lupi with me and have her guide me."

*"I see."*

I'd investigated the area where Lupi got injured and lay down before, but I ran out of time without encountering any monsters.

The forest was quite dense beyond that point, so encountering monsters might be a bit dangerous.

"Lupi. We're going west, so guide the way, okay?"

"Woof!"

She started walking ahead as if to say, *"Leave it to me,"* but... *will she be okay?*

There's no doubt that whatever injured Lupi is still out there. Well, I'll proceed carefully, and if it gets dangerous, I'll just pick her up and run.

After a short while, we advanced into the western forest.

"Was it here, Lupi, that I found you?"

"Woof!"

*"It's dark deeper inside... and somehow scary."*

I nodded at Mion's words. It felt more intimidating than when I came here last time...

"Alright, I'm going to go a little deeper."

*"Okay. Please be careful."*

"Woof!"

The trees grew close together, and their dense leaves blocked out the sunlight, making it dark. I activated my [Presence Concealment] skill, keeping Lupi behind me, and cautiously began to explore.

.........

......

...

I continued straight north, but nothing particularly unusual happened. There was just a long-haired, droopy-eared rabbit called a [Forebit] that ran away. *Is it non-aggressive?*

Ahead was a sheer cliff, stretching east to west, about 20 meters high.

I tried to climb it, but it seemed impossible without a skill. Maybe with a climbing skill or something similar, there'd be a chance.

"This cliff probably continues all the way to the western coast."

The cliff continued on my left, seemingly getting progressively taller.

On the right, it sloped upwards towards the center of the island, so the cliff height seemed relatively lower.

"I guess I should head towards the center. ...Hm?"

On that right side, my [Presence Detection] picked up something approaching.

"Grrr..."

Beyond where Lupi suddenly began to growl...

"GRAAAHH!"

A bear!? It's huge! It must be about 2 meters tall!

The red nameplate that popped up read [Armor Bear].

"Damn it! No way, no way, no way! Let's run, Lupi!"

"Woof!"

I was worried Lupi might try to attack it, but she understood and even ran ahead, guiding my escape route.

We weaved through the trees and leaped over fallen logs, desperately running south, until the presence disappeared from my [Presence Detection], as if it had given up.

Caution was still key, so I didn't stop until we were back at the sandy beach, a Safe Zone. I finally stopped and sat down. Being chased had even raised my [Presence Detection] and [Presence Concealment] skill levels...

"Whew, that was close. I was really scared..."

*"Are you okay!?"*

"Yeah, yeah, I'm fine. But if Lupi hadn't been here, I probably would've picked the wrong path and gotten caught. Thanks, Lupi."

"Woof!"

Hmm, is being chased by this bear part of a quest? Or was it really just a coincidence?

I opened my map and marked the encounter spot as 'Armor Bear.'

*"Did that bear injure Lupi?"*

"Oh, right. Lupi, was it that guy that got you?"

"Woof!"

It seemed I was right.

"Then, I guess I'll have to get my revenge on him someday."

"Woof!"

With my current level and equipment, it seems pretty tough, so who knows when that day will come. But if I don't defeat him, I won't be able to go chop wood either.

"How strong is that bear, monster-wise? Mion, do you know?"

*"Please wait a moment. ...It's apparently monster level 12 to 15."*

"Good thing I ran..."
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			Don't Fight Head-On

			"Alright, starting the stream."

After being strongly advised not to engage in reckless combat with the Armor Bear, I logged into IRO.

As usual, I started a Mion-only stream. Lupi sat happily in my cross-legged lap, having gotten up.

*"Shou-kun, Lupi, hello."*

"Welcome, Mion."

"Woof!"

Lupi's greeting added a nice touch. It also showed off how smart Lupi is, responding properly.

*"What are you doing today?"*

"Today might be some mundane work? First, I need to get some skills."

I answered, opening the skill list.

I was looking for the skills necessary for the strategy imparted by my foolish sister — Miki. Since they were skills that wouldn't be wasted even if I failed, I decided to give them a try.

"Found them. There are three: [Trap Crafting], [Trap Setting/Disarming], [Trap Detection]..."

*"Traps?"*

"Yeah. Even if my level goes up, getting surrounded is definitely dangerous, so I thought I'd prepare so that doesn't happen."

Miki's proposed strategy was to set up a trap zone a little distance from the goblin settlement and lure them there.

And well, trap-related skills wouldn't be wasted considering future needs. The problem is I don't know how many traps I can make...

"[Trap Crafting] and [Trap Setting/Disarming] are 4 SP each, [Trap Detection] is 1 SP, for a total of 9 SP. I feel like I don't need [Trap Detection], but I might set them and forget them..."

I braced myself and clicked to acquire them. That leaves me with 19 SP. Still perfectly fine. That special achievement for being a pioneer earlier was a big one.

"Alright, I'll go rabbit hunting and test out these trap skills."

*"Shou-kun, please feed Lupi first."*

"Woof!"

Yes, ma'am...

***

I was strolling with Lupi through the shallower parts of the dense forest in the island's southeast.

"Piss-piss!"

"Woof!"

Lupi easily defeated a Bicobit and presented it to me, signaling "Dismantle it."

"Good girl, good girl."

As I quickly dismantled the Bicobit,

[Dismantling skill level has increased!]

"Oh, the [Dismantling] skill level went up first. And this is [Bicobit Hide]!"

*"That's good. Couldn't you make leather straps or something?"*

"Ah, I see. Yeah, it seems useful for traps and various other things."

Hmm? I need to process the hide into leather, right? I'll have to check later if there's a skill for that.

"Oh, this vine looks good."

*"For a trap?"*

"Yeah. I think a [Snare Trap] would be the easiest."

Like the kind you often see in movies, where a loop catches your leg and hoists you up. I probably can't make anything that extreme, so it's more like a noose trap for deer or boars.

I secured some sturdy vines, and then a few hard-looking branches. *Is this probably enough?* I activated [Trap Setting/Disarming] and looked around...

[Trap Setting possible: Snare Trap]

It properly told me what kind of trap I could set.

"I'll try setting one using this tree."

*"Okay!"*

When I focused on the spot where I wanted to set it, the steps appeared in my mind, so I moved my hands accordingly and completed the setup.

"Lupi. It's dangerous, so don't go near that area, okay?"

"Woof!"

She gave me a smug look, as if saying *"I know."* She's smarter than me, so she'll be fine.

After setting a few more [Snare Traps] in similar spots, I returned to the tent.

*"At that location, do you think rabbit monsters might get caught?"*

"Probably. There might be something else too, so I'm kind of hoping. I plan to check when I log in tonight."

*"I'm looking forward to it. What will you do until then?"*

"Hmm... I hadn't really thought about it. Maybe whittle some driftwood into dishes... Oh, I'll make a flying disc for Lupi first."

It's an MMORPG, so the normal thing would be to hunt monsters, gain experience and money, and strengthen my character and equipment.

*"Lupi, that's great~."*

"Woof~."

Somehow, Mion's voice seems to reach Lupi. *Does Lupi hear the stream?*

I strolled along the beach with Lupi, picking up suitable driftwood. Or rather,

"Lupi! Fetch!"

"Woof!"

I casually threw a piece of driftwood shaped vaguely like a shoe, and Lupi dashed after it. *Yeah, that's what I thought,* when suddenly...

[Throwing skill level has increased!]

"Eh? It goes up like this...?"

*"Apparently, it goes up quickly until level 5."*

"I see. Well, it feels more like 'I did it!' when the early levels go up smoothly."

If it took a month to go from level 1 to 2, I'd probably quit by then.

*"Shou-kun, you have so many skills, so you'll have to level all of them up."*

"Well, to a reasonable extent, I guess. The skills I need for a relaxed solo life will probably go up eventually."

"Woof!"

Ah, right, one more time.

I've got a feeling my [Throwing] skill is going to be the only one leveling up.

.........

......

...

[Stonemasonry skill level has increased!]

From then on, while playing with Lupi, I used Appraisal and Gathering all over the place to raise skill levels. After returning, I also did Woodcraft, Stonemasonry, and Cooking, bringing those skill levels to 2.

Woodcraft and Cooking I could still do with my dagger, but Stonemasonry was a bit tough. I selected hard stones by hitting them together, and used them to craft a new stove and cutting board.

*"When you have more plates and cups, you start wanting a house, don't you?"*

"You're right about that~."

*"You mentioned a log house before, do you have any plans?"*

"I do, actually. But it's still a secret."

For now, I'm thinking of clearing out those goblins and building a base there.

They were living in a somewhat open area, so I'd like to move my base there temporarily and build a cabin in that space.

"Alright, it's almost time to prepare dinner, so I'm logging off."

*"Okay~. By the way, you were shopping at Touyu today, right? Was that your sister next to you?"*

"Eh, yeah, it was. You should've said something if you saw me."

*"There's no way I could speak to you in real life, is there?"*

Ah, right, that's true...

"Well, Miki also... oh, that's my sister's name. She watches my and Mion's videos, plays IRO, said she's coming to Mitsumori next year, and will probably join the Cybernetics Club, so I think you'll meet her eventually."

*"I-is that so? I'm nervous..."*

"It's fine. She's smart but still a kid."

*Yeah, if she finds out I said that, it'll be the sirloin course again...*
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			After making dinner, eating, doing the dishes, and finishing my homework, it was already past 8:30.

Hastily donning my VR HMD, it seemed President Bell, Mion, and Yata-sensei were all in the club room.

"Evening, everyone~."

*"Shou-kun."*

"You're here~."

Huh? They seemed to be waiting for me?

I didn't think President Bell had a stream today, but...

"Excuse me, did something happen?"

"Don't worry about it. Nothing in particular happened, just discussing moving forward with monetizing Mion-san's channel."

"I didn't expect the conditions to be met in a single week~."

Saying that, Yata-sensei handed Mion a document.

"Is this the application for part-time work permission for the school?"

"Yes~. I thought it would be good to submit it early~. You don't need to fill it out now~. Please explain it properly to your parents and get their approval~."

So there are proper application forms. No, that's normal.

*"Shou-kun."*

"Hm? What's wrong?"

*"What should we do with the money when it's monetized?"*

"What do you mean 'what'? Isn't it Mion's money?"

*"Even though it's streaming your game playthrough?"*

"Uh, um...

It's true, but Mion does all the editing, and it's her channel to begin with.

"Speaking of which, what does President Bell do? Does it go into her parents' account?"

"No, I made my own account. If I didn't, it might be treated as my parents' side income."

"I-I see..."

Apparently, when a channel is monetized, a bank account for direct deposits is naturally required, and President Bell (Katori Suzune) has one in her own name.

From there, she donates to the school, buys a ton of necessary game software, and classifies it as necessary expenses.

"Before starting IRO, I dabbled in various games and streamed them. But you can't really tell if a game is a hit or miss until you try it, right?"

"Well, yeah, that's true. Sometimes the pre-release hype is huge, but when you actually play it, the pacing is terrible and it gets frustrating."

"I did some research beforehand, but a game I genuinely enjoy playing myself really makes a difference in the energy of the live stream."

*As expected of her, her self-production skills are too high...*

"Well~, it'll be a while before monetization actually starts~. In the meantime, Mion-san and Shou-kun should discuss it thoroughly~."

*"Yes."*

"Understood."

"Also~, when is the next video going to be uploaded~?"

She was editing it during the day, so I figured it would be posted by the beginning of the week.

*"It's scheduled for Tuesday."*

"Then~, I'll take a look at it on Monday~."

Yata-sensei is quite meticulous, isn't she? Well, she wouldn't have been able to handle my sister's class if she wasn't.

"Um, so can I go into IRO now?"

"Yes, please do~. Oh, as it's practice for a live stream~, I'll be watching as a regular user~."

"Understood."

President Bell looked like she wanted to watch too, but apparently, she had plans with a user she was friendly with in IRO today.

In MMORPGs, in-game relationships are important, huh... I don't have to do that, though.

***

"Woof!"

"Whoa there, Lupi. Just a second, I need to start the stream."

As usual, I started a Mion-only stream. The viewer count immediately hit 1.

*"Shou-kun, Lupi, hello."*

"Welcome, Mion."

"Woof!"

Alright, first, Lupi's meal. Actually, the inside of the tent is full of the wooden plates and cups I made.

*"Yes, I can see it now~. Oh, you don't need to answer my questions, okay~?"*

Yata-sensei's voice came through the group call, but apparently, I didn't need to answer. Well, the premise is that I'm only talking to Mion.

"Lupi, here's your food."

"Woof!"

I handed her the minced rabbit meat, which had become our usual meal, and she eagerly devoured it.

I'd eaten enough of what I made earlier to raise my Cooking skill, so after Lupi finished eating, I'd go check the traps.

*"Are you checking the traps you set this afternoon?"*

"Yeah, that's the plan. Though I don't really expect anything to be caught so quickly."

Once Lupi finished her minced meat and drank plenty of water, we set off.

"Lupi, let's go on patrol!"

"Woof!"

*"Lupi is quite clever, isn't she~? If her [Taming] skill goes up~, will she become even smarter~?"*

I was troubled by the question, even though she said I didn't have to answer... but then:

*"Lupi, she really is smart. Will her Taming skill level go up and make her even smarter?"*

"Ah, um, I don't know. She's smart enough as she is, and she's cute, so it's fine."

I see, so Mion can ask on her behalf. Or rather, I should assume Yata-sensei steered it that way.

Like picking up questions from the live stream and throwing them to me.

After walking for a while, we arrived at the nearest trap location. But there was no sign it had been triggered.

There are rarely Bicobits around here anyway, so it was as expected.

"Alright, next one."

*"Okay~."*

"Woof!"

We headed to the next trap location a little further away.

"Oh?"

"Piss! Piss-piss!"

A Bicobit was perfectly suspended by its hind leg, hanging limp and seemingly unconscious. It was spewing hostility, but...

"Lupi."

"Woof!"

She jumped and bit its neck. I cut the vine, which was hanging down under Lupi's weight.

*"It really got caught in the trap!"*

"It works surprisingly well, doesn't it? Well, it is a game, after all."

After dismantling it to get meat and fur, I collected the rest of the trap. This was just a test, after all.

*"You're like a trapper~. It's really starting to feel like a slow life~."*

I heard Yata-sensei's comment, but I've only managed the bare minimum for food, clothing, and shelter.

I wish I could build a mountain cabin and relax on a wooden deck with coffee...

"Alright, let's go to the next one."

"Woof!"

Gradually, we moved deeper. The furthest trap was set where the goblin settlement was barely visible, so there's a slight possibility something might be there.

"By the way, if I defeat the goblins there, do they respawn?"

*"Respawn?"*

*"It means new monsters appear to replace the ones you defeated~. There's a problem where you can't reduce their numbers by just defeating them little by little~."*

Yata-sensei provided a good follow-up. Seriously, for an advisor, sensei seems quite the gamer.

"If they respawn to their original numbers after a day, then I have to wipe them out all at once to trigger the clear flag."

*"I see. But if it's an island exclusive to one person, they probably won't respawn that quickly."*

"Ah, right."

Even so, I'd prefer to annihilate them all within about an hour, two hours at most. If it goes over that, it'll carry over to the next day, and they're definitely going to respawn...
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			The third and fourth traps were empty. But in the fifth one...

"Whoa, a goblin's hanging."

A goblin, its legs caught and hoisted, hung limply, seemingly unconscious. The monster's graphic is rather poppy, which is good, but if this were real, I'd be disgusted.

"Ah, are you feeling sick at all?"

*"No. It's just a game."*

Girls might be stronger about this kind of thing, I guess. Anyway, let's quickly finish it off.

[Dagger skill level has increased!]

"Ah..."

It feels a bit strange to level up a skill with something like this, but I guess it's fine for what it is.

*"Aren't you going to dismantle it?"*

"Oh, right. And what will I get?"

I cut the vine to lower it and then dismantled it...

[Magic Stone (Tiny)]

"What's a Magic Stone?"

*"In towns, it's an item that adventurer guilds and mage guilds will exchange for money."*

*"Shou-kun, you really don't look at any sites, do you~?"*

No, I don't. I'm afraid of spoilers.

*"Shou-kun, you don't look at strategy sites or anything?"*

"No, not at all. Well, if I don't understand something, I'll ask, so please help me out."

*"Yes. Leave it to me."*

Mion doesn't play, but she watches, I guess? When I decided to play alone, I thought I'd ask Nat if I didn't understand something.

"So, are Magic Stones useful as they are?"

*"Currently, no use other than converting them to money has been found."*

"Then, I'll just hold onto them for now. No one can steal them on this island anyway."

It's amazing that nothing I've left in the tent has disappeared. Is it because it's considered my home? I wonder if things left outside would disappear...

"Woof-woof!"

"Hm? What's wrong?"

Lupi was nudging the base of a tree with her front paw... There seemed to be something there?

I squatted down and parted the grass...

"Whoa! A hammer!?"

*"It was just lying there?"*

"Yeah, 'lying there' or maybe the goblin dropped it."

Come to think of it, I hadn't properly checked that settlement. I need to investigate it more thoroughly before executing the plan.

*"Humanoid monsters that gather in groups sometimes drop weapons and armor~, so it's good to check your spoils carefully~."*

*"There might be something else they dropped."*

"True. Lupi, is there anything else lying around?"

When I asked, she happily darted into some distant grass.

"Woof~."

"Oh, a knife... but it's battered. Hmm..."

Um, it's a [Chipped Knife]. I wonder if it can be used if I sharpen it? I don't even know if whetstones are items that can be found.

*"Instead of fixing it, how about using it for Stonemasonry as is?"*

"Ah, I see. I've got a hammer now, so I can think of it as a chisel."

I don't plan on making anything complicated right now, but it won't hurt to have it.

Um, is there anything else lying around?

"Woof!"

"Okay. Then, shall we move on?"

*"Yes."*

.........

......

...

"Hmm, I think I'll head back for now. What time is it, around 9 PM?"

*"It is."*

I checked the remaining 7 traps and found two Bicobits and one goblin.

Rabbit meat and fur, and one tiny goblin Magic Stone, not a huge haul. Maybe getting the hammer was just too lucky.

More than that, I was happier about my character level increasing, and the skill levels of [Presence Detection], [Presence Concealment], and [Trap Setting/Disarming] going up.

All BP went into stats again. This time, 3 into DEX, 2 each into STR, INT, and VIT, 1 into AGI, and LUK was skipped as usual. By the way, apparently increasing STR doesn't make you super muscular.

"Lupi, let's go home!"

"Woof~."

*"I'm starting to wonder if this is really an MMO~..."*

Yata-sensei sounded exasperated, but I'll ignore her. I don't have to answer, after all.

As for character levels and skill levels, I want to raise them enough to enjoy a relaxed slow life alone on this island, but I don't intend to push myself beyond that.

On the way back, I leisurely gathered Papu Fruit and other things. Come to think of it, aside from First Aid, Alchemy allows for stockpiling medicine...

*"Are you putting away your luggage and setting traps again?"*

"No, the time is a bit awkward, so I thought I'd try Alchemy. I can make Heal Potions, right?"

*"Yes. But do you have the ingredients?"*

*"In Bell-san's kingdom~, Heal Potions are made from a wild plant called Coputi~."*

Ah, so the vegetation is different to begin with. This Uninhabited Island is at the same latitude as the starting nations for regular play, though...

"Then, I guess I just have to try. ...How do you do it?"

*"Apparently, you boil Coputi to extract Heal Potions. There seems to be a player quite dedicated to Alchemy."*

"Heh, that kind of dedicated play sounds interesting."

If I hadn't been able to do an Uninhabited Island playthrough, I was thinking of focusing on production, so I'm somewhat interested in that.

Well, in-game social interaction is out of the question now.

"I'm home~."

"Woof!"

Back in the tent, I dumped out the spoils and then organized them.

"Damn. There's so much stuff, my sleeping space is getting smaller..."

*"Will it disappear if you leave it outside?"*

"Ah, might as well try."

I placed some haphazardly made wooden plates and a stone cutting board outside, next to the makeshift stove.

No one could steal them, but it's also near a Safe Zone, so there's a possibility they might disappear at some point.

"I'll keep only Lupi's favorite."

"Woof!"

It's a bit embarrassing, but I'll keep only the lunch plate I made for Lupi to eat from easily.

"It looks like something made in elementary school art class, doesn't it..."

*"Couldn't skill assist make it look nicer~?"*

*"If it's not a common item like a regular plate, does skill assist not work?"*

"Well, I'll just blame it on the driftwood being distorted to begin with..."

The western forest had conifers, so it would be great if I could chop wood there. But then I'd probably need a saw, or wish I had a plane.

...Hm?

"Why did the goblin have a hammer?"

*"Now that you mention it, that's true. Does that mean someone used to live there in the past?"*

"Ah, I see. So an 'Uninhabited Island' doesn't necessarily mean it's always been uninhabited."

But I seem to remember getting the title [First Lander] when I successfully started on the Uninhabited Island.

*Does that mean 'first player'?* Well, if not, an NPC would just take the title randomly...
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			I was watching Seth (Miki)'s "Goblin Settlement Extermination" quest via stream.

The five-person party, including Seth, boarded a carriage on the west side of the Capital and the next moment, arrived at the village where the quest was given.

They probably entered an instance dungeon from there. There were no players other than Seth's party.

The group conversed with the requesting village elder and proceeded to the target location. The bow-wielding player moved according to their [Presence Detection], eliminating stray goblins as they found them.

Perhaps because they defeated 8 goblins before reaching the settlement, there were only about 10 visible goblins remaining in the settlement.

A settlement, but it was just a bonfire surrounded by what looked like hunted rabbits and deer piled up haphazardly. *Hmm, was the island's goblin settlement like this too?*

While I was thinking that, all party members took their predetermined positions.

The first attack was magic. A Mage's [Fireball] initiated the attack, and a Bow user precisely finished it off, at which point Seth jumped in to gather aggro.

Seth solidly blocked and deflected the goblins' attacks with clubs and knives using her greatshield, and steadily dealt damage with her longsword.

"You're a good tank."

I unintentionally murmured, and Seth, feeling pleased, even performed a [Shield Arts 
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			The streaming style was the same as President Bell's. A bust shot in the bottom left, with the game screen behind it.

It hadn't even been 10 minutes since I saw the announcement on Miki's stream, right?

*"Thank you for watching. This live stream will end for now, and we'll continue tonight, so please come watch~."*

What!? She just started on the Uninhabited Island and she's already done?

The viewer comments were understandably starting to get chaotic.

[Marsal] "So short!"

[Manbo] "I work tonight, I can't watch!"

[Raddun] "At least explore the island a bit more!"

etcetc......

*"The continuation will be in tonight's live stream! Please subscribe to the channel so you don't miss it~."*

I see, that's what it is.

Game Dolls primarily focuses on strategy streaming, so playing the game is probably part of their job. Sounds tough...

For now, I'll rewatch from the beginning and just confirm the Uninhabited Island Start.

The stream started from the final step of character creation, the starting point selection, and the method was the same as mine: endlessly zooming and scrolling to search.

However, she didn't choose from several Uninhabited Island landing points herself; she seemed to be doing exactly as someone told her.

The location was much further southeast than my island. There certainly were islands around that area, so it was probably a top 10 candidate spot?

However, I remember passing on that area because it felt like you could reach it by boat from the continent in about a year.

The landing point was the west coast of the island. She shared the special achievement SP and other rewards with the viewers. Around the time she finished explaining the Uninhabited Island Start method again, I probably started watching.

Honestly, with just this, it's hard to say much.

But now that the Uninhabited Island Start method is out, will everyone go searching for Uninhabited Islands? But then you definitely can't play with friends...

Oh well. For these kinds of things, it's best to consult Yata-sensei or President Bell.

Checking the time, it was past 3 PM. Maybe I'll bake some hotcakes for a snack...

***

"Brother also having a snack?"

"Oh? You, what about IRO?"

*"I was a bit hungry, so I'm taking a break. I thought you might bake some hotcakes."*

It's irritating how she seems to read my mind, but I decided to bake hotcakes for her.

I took eggs and milk from the fridge, and hotcakes mix from the cupboard.

I cracked the eggs into a bowl, added milk, and mixed well. Once it was nicely combined, I added the hotcakes mix and then lightly stirred it.

I poured it into a heated frying pan. After about 3 minutes on low heat, I flipped it, and it was perfectly baked.

"Alright, looks good. Here, carry it."

*"Understood!"*

Two of the three pancakes for Miki. Served with honey.

*"So, how was it?"*

"Ah, a player who chose the Uninhabited Island Start was live streaming. I went to watch it, but..."

When I told her I went to watch, but it ended quickly and she was just promoting channel subscriptions, Miki looked puzzled.

"What's wrong?"

*"Whether that person is a business or whatever, you should do as you please, Brother."*

"No, well... you're right."

Am I overthinking things? Yeah, I should just do what I want.

"Yeah. Thanks, Miki."

*"If it's thanks you offer, then you may bake hotcakes for me again."*

I patted Miki's head as she replied.

Her happy face is cute, but her mouth being sticky with honey is like an elementary schooler...

***

"Woof!"

"Good morning, Lupi."

After petting Lupi, who jumped on me, for a while, I had her sit in my cross-legged lap.

For now, I'll keep it as a Mion-only live stream. This way, the archives that are created will automatically be Mion-only.

By the way, the two videos I initially made public were quickly changed to Mion-only. *Could they have been seen before I made them private?* But those didn't show the screen for choosing an Uninhabited Island, right?

Oh well. First, food... but before that, I need to check on the things I left outside the tent.

"Oh, they're still there. This is amazing. This whole area is like an inventory."

Well, the crude stone kiln I made is still there, so it seems things will remain unless someone steals or breaks them.

Hmm, I'm starting to want to build a Storage shed...

"Woof!"

"Whoa, sorry, sorry. Food, right?"

.........

......

...

After finishing meals for myself and Lupi, I tackled today's main challenge: Alchemy.

According to Mion, to make Heal Potions, you boil the ingredients in clean water and then cool it...

"I don't have a pot."

"Woof?"

"Hmm, what should I do...?"

I petted Lupi while looking through my skill list.

I'll need a pot for cooking anyway, and there's also the problem of how to store the finished potions.

"Hmm, is this it?"

My eyes landed on the [Pottery] skill. It's a skill for making pottery, and I'm surprised they even included something like this.

With this, I could probably make clay pots and jars. Soil selection supposedly gets added to Appraisal results, so if I take this and search for clay... Alright! I spent 1 SP to acquire [Pottery: Lv1]!

"Lupi, let's go check the traps!"

"Woof!"

I'll go check the traps while looking for clay for pottery.

I'll try making various things like clay pots, jars, and bottles. Potion containers don't necessarily need to be glass. I won't be able to see the color of the contents, but I'll figure out another way for that.

.........

......

...

"Huh?"

My [Presence Detection] had picked up a reaction, so I expected something to be caught in a trap, but...

"SSSHAAAARRR!"

A large lizard, almost a meter long, and probably even longer with its tail. Its upper body was tightly constricted by the [Snare Trap] as it menaced me.

The lizard's name is [Saloon Lizard].

[Appraisal skill level has increased!]

Oh? My [Appraisal] skill went up, and it seems flavor text is appearing now. It even displays information related to my possessed skills!

[Saloon Lizard]

*"A large lizard that inhabits damp soil and under rotten wood. It mainly preys on South Snakes, but when hungry, it may attack livestock or humans. Its fangs possess Paralytic Venom.

Cooking: The meat is non-toxic and edible. Alchemy: Its Poison Gland is a raw material for Paralyze Potion."*

Ugh, it's venomous. Was I just lucky not to encounter it until now?

"Grrr!"

Lupi was leaning forward and growling, but it's dangerous against a venomous opponent, so I didn't want to force her. So, I just smacked its head with my hammer.

[Character level has increased!]

[Taming skill level has increased!]

Whoa! Too many things leveled up all at once!
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			My character and skill levels went up, which was surprising, but first things first, I'll Dismantle the Saloon Lizard.

[Dismantling Skill level increased!]

Alright, alright, time to check what I got first.

[Saloon Lizard Meat]

*Saloon Lizard meat. Muscular.*

*Cooking: It's tough and hard to eat, so it needs to be tenderized with enzymes. Also, it's mostly flavorless, so additional seasoning is required.*

[Saloon Lizard Poison Gland]

*Saloon Lizard Poison Gland. Filled with Paralytic Venom.*

*Alchemy: A raw material for Paralyze Potions.*

[Saloon Lizard Skin]

*Saloon Lizard skin. Repels water.*

The flavor text for the skin is kinda vague; I guess I need some skill for this. I'll check that later. Next, I'll allocate the BP I got from leveling up.

Well, I planned to put points into stats until character level 5 anyway, so this time it'll be 3 each to STR and DEX, 2 to AGI, 1 each to INT and VIT, and LUK gets skipped again.

Next, I'll confirm that my Taming skill level increased… For now, I'll check Lupi.

[Wolf?: Lupi: Affection: Free Action]

*It still says 'Wolf?' for the species, even after my Appraisal skill leveled up. And what's 'Free Action'? Ah, could it be…*

"Lupi. Stay."

"Woof."

[Wolf?: Lupi: Affection: Standby]

*I see… I don't think she ever ignored commands before, but it probably has something to do with our bond.*

"Good girl, good girl, you're so smart."

*I had her 'Stay' for no real reason, and she was so eager to take on the Saloon Lizard, so I really have to praise her.*

I took out some rabbit meat, cut off a piece, and gave it to her; Lupi ate it deliciously. Her appearance was subtly… not unlike Miki's.

[Mion started watching.]

"Shou-kun, Lupi-chan, good evening!"

"Welcome, Mion. You said you had family errands today, are you done already?"

"Yes. Also, Bell-buchou contacted me, but do you know the details, Shou-kun?"

*Ah, so I wasn't the only one who got that message. Does that mean Yata-sensei got it too? Well, if there's going to be a discussion, it'll probably be tonight.*

"For now, I'll give you the gist of what happened. Is it okay if I do it while checking my traps?"

"Yes."

To keep it from getting complicated, I started from around when Miki—Seth—began her livestream this afternoon.

The World Announcement about the Uninhabited Island Discovery, how Bell-buchou told me to check out the Uninhabited Island Start livestream, and how it ended right after landing… that's about it, I guess?

"I see…"

"She said she'd do the continuation live tonight."

"Are you going to watch?"

"Nah, I don't think I need to watch it. If Yata-sensei or Bell-buchou absolutely insist, I will, but I really hate getting spoiled in a weird way, you know?"

*I might ask Mion about things I don't understand, but seeing a development I know absolutely nothing about… I don't like that.*

*If the same thing happened on this island, I'd go 'Oh, that thing,' and… it'd probably kill my motivation.*

"That's true. Then, I'll leave that to Bell-buchou…"

"No, no, Bell-buchou is doing a livestream today, isn't she? Besides, whatever they do over there, it's not like it'll cause us any trouble."

"Our video views might decrease, you know?"

"Hmm, I'm fine just playing while chatting with Mion. Even Sensei wasn't that particular about monetization, so I think we can just wait and see for a while."

My reply was met with silence… *This is tough. Did I upset her?*

*Should I really have gone to watch that livestream?… Oh? This soil, it looks a little different?*

When I activated my Pottery skill, a marker appeared, so this is probably clay!

[Red Clay]

*Red-colored clay.*

*Pottery: A raw material for pottery.*

"Clay!"

Alright, alright, I guess I'll try making an earthenware pot with this.

"Eh? What is that exactly?"

"Ah, um…"

*Come to think of it, I hadn't explained. I was going to do Alchemy but had no pot, so I thought about making a pot itself. An iron pot is impossible, a stone pot would be too much work to carve… so an earthenware pot might be doable, I thought.*

"So, because of that, I took the Pottery skill, and I'm checking my traps while also looking for clay…"

"I'll go watch the archived stream quickly!"

"Okay, see ya!"

*Hmm, she wasn't mad after all? I don't think Mion was that concerned about views or monetization either.*

"Lupi, let's go!"

"Woof-hoo!"

If Paralyze Potions can be made from Saloon Lizard Poison Glands, I'd definitely want to prepare some for fighting the goblins.

Making round pottery bottles and 'throwing them to incapacitate enemies' might be an option. There might even be a chance against an Armor Bear.

"Well, it probably won't go that smoothly."

"Woof-un."

The second trap was empty. It was empty last time too, so is it a bad spot?

"Hmm… ah!"

*In my inventory, let's see… there it is! South Snake meat. It's not particularly tasty, so I can just use it as bait, right?*

I used Trap Setting to place the snake meat in a good spot. I hope Mr. Lizard comes this way.

"Alright, next!"

"Woof-hoo!"

…

"So a big lizard got caught!"

"Yeah, yeah, I think it was about 1 meter. What level is something like that, I wonder?"

"Apparently, it's equivalent to Level 5. It seems there are quests to collect hides too."

"Ah, that's right. I need to think about processing the skin once I get back."

The flavor text said it repels water, and if the processed leather is waterproof, it'd be pretty useful for many things.

"Processing skin? Is there some skill for that?"

"Probably? I'll look for it when I get back to the tent. If I don't change the roof from leaves to waterproof leather, it'll be bad when it rains."

"Ahaha."

*Come to think of it, it hasn't rained in-game yet. I don't even know if it's implemented.*

"Ah, sorry. I'm being called again, so…"

"Alright, alright, don't worry about it. I'll log off once I'm done with my rounds anyway."

"Okay. See you tonight!"

After confirming the viewer count dropped to 0, I let out a sigh… *mentally, of course.*

"Woof-un."

"Hmm, yeah. Let's head back for now and mess around."

"Woof!"

*My character and skill levels went up unexpectedly, so I guess I'll continue later tonight…*
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			"Evenin'."

"Good evening~. You're earlier than usual, but your homework is done, right~?"

"It's done, I tell ya."

Before 8 PM. Bell-buchou said 'tonight again,' so when I logged into the Club Room early, only Yata-sensei was there.

"Sensei got contacted too?"

"Yes~. I received it~, and I just watched the video too~."

*I see. So, I guess everyone knows already.*

"Good evening."

"Evenin'."

"Yes~, good evening~."

Bell-buchou logged in and sat down, letting out a big sigh, "Haaah."

"What's wrong?"

"Things are not looking good. Oh, it's not Shou-kun's or Mion-san's fault, though."

*Is it that Uninhabited Island Start players are increasing rapidly? If people figured out how to do it after watching that, there'd probably be quite a few deleting their current characters to try it.*

"Someone was bound to reveal it eventually~, I thought it was only a matter of time~, but it happened surprisingly quickly~. I suppose that's [Game Dolls] for you~."

"That's true, but it seems the [Game Dolls] didn't realize that only one player can start per uninhabited island. That [Imagaya Saaya] girl even announced 'Recruiting joint pioneers!'"

"Eugh…"

*No, that's like, impossible, or rather, not allowed…*

"On Saezutter~?"

"Yes. And people who tried to go couldn't get in… it's in full-blown meltdown right now. I hope Mion-san doesn't get caught in the crossfire…"

*Uwaah…*

"Good evening."

Just then, Mion appeared.

Mion happily waved at me. Then, she slowly sat down and said,

"Bell-buchou. I won't be able to do a livestream today."

"Huh?"

Bell-buchou's refined features instantly became… *ahem*, stunned.

"What do you mean~?"

"They're apparently entering emergency maintenance from 9 PM. The end time is undetermined."

"""Ah…"""

I, Bell-buchou, and Yata-sensei involuntarily nodded in understanding.

*Come to think of it, that Imagawa girl also said she'd continue her livestream tonight. So they want to avoid any further escalation from that?*

"This is an official announcement that just came out."

Mion opened the official website and enlarged it for us to see. *Let's see…*

----

[Emergency Maintenance Notice]

Emergency maintenance will be conducted today from 9:00 PM. The end time is undetermined.

This maintenance will address the following issues:

- Temporary suspension of the function to select an uninhabited island as the initial game start location.

- Support for players who 'mistakenly' deleted their characters between 3:00 PM and 9:00 PM today (please contact us here for inquiries).

The resumption of the 'function to select an uninhabited island as the initial game start location' will be announced separately.

----

"Oh my~, it seems there was quite a rush of inquiries~."

"So people who impulsively deleted their characters due to that inducement can choose whether to restore their deleted character or create a new one."

Bell-buchou opened the inquiry link and confirmed the details.

"So they can revive deleted characters?"

"Apparently, MMOs like this always keep backups. Well, those backups might be a bit old though…"

*It's Sunday today, so the operations team must be having a tough time.*

"As for me, I have to announce the cancellation of today's livestream…"

*Hmm, in that case, should Mion also refrain from uploading videos for a while?*

"What should we do about the video scheduled for Tuesday?"

"Should we wait until things calm down?"

Bell-buchou and Yata-sensei pondered the question.

"Hmm, we should wait and see until Tuesday~. The announcement from the operations team emphasizes 'mistakenly'~, which is like saying 'misled by incorrect information'~, and Shou-kun and the others aren't at fault~."

"Even if the two of you aren't at fault, now that Shou-kun is the only one with an Uninhabited Island Start, some people might still come up with strange accusations, you know?"

*That's true. There are always people in the world who find fault with everything.*

"So we'll wait and see~. Besides, I don't think Shou-kun is the only one who started on an uninhabited island~?"

"Eh?"

"That Imagawa-san from [Game Dolls] created her character before 3 PM~."

"Ah…"

*Come to think of it, I made Hotcakes for a snack after watching that livestream.*

"So, her character will continue with the Uninhabited Island Start as is?"

"Assuming she doesn't abandon play or delete her character herself~."

"Well, in that case… the operations team is pretty spiteful, aren't they?"

*So, they're letting the person herself—or rather, [Game Dolls]—choose what to do? They can continue and livestream, recreate their character, or quit.*

*Even so, if she recreates her character and plays normally, she'll face harsh scrutiny. After all, she caused this maintenance…*

"And~, I think there are also people who started on different uninhabited islands between 3 PM and 9 PM today~. It seems they can continue playing the game as is~."

"I see. So, there might be other people who want to enjoy being a 'solo loner' like Shou-kun?"

*Please stop using the term 'solo loner'… it's severely damaging.*

*But still, I'd like to get in touch with people who share that ambition. In-game, if possible. Put a letter in a bottle and cast it into the sea? No, taming a bird to deliver it would be better, wouldn't it?*

"It seems no one has come to yell at Mion-san's channel yet~."

Yata-sensei was already checking the channel's community tab.

"I wonder if it was good that we put out the notice 'Don't be deceived by incorrect information' beforehand."

"Hmm, I have a feeling it might be taken super sarcastically. Like, 'It's your fault for not telling us how to do it.'"

"If there are people like that, we'll block them without question~."

*I thought 'that easily?', but apparently Bell-buchou also thoroughly blocks 'strange people'.*

*She says trying to understand them is a waste of time. I get that, but still.*

"Since the emergency maintenance has no scheduled end time, we can't play IRO anymore today, right?"

"Ah, that's right. I went to all that trouble to get clay, but my pottery fun is on hold until tomorrow, huh…"

"…Pottery?"

*Ah, this is another one I have to explain…*
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			"Shou-kun, it's almost 5:30."

"Roger, heading back."

I checked my set traps and caught 1 Saloon Lizard and 2 Bicobits. Lupi easily defeated the 1 South Snake we encountered on the way.

This leveled up Trap Crafting to Lv2 and Trap Setting/Disarming to Lv3. While on my rounds, I searched for Red Clay, Papu Fruit, and vines usable for traps, which raised my Gathering skill to Lv3.

*My inventory was running out of space, so this is good timing.*

"Things that won't spoil can stay outside, right?"

I casually placed the clay and other items around the tent. I'd be working outside anyway.

*The vines too, I guess. I'll put a stone on them just in case they get blown away by the wind.*

"I wish we had a Storage."

"I know, right? I guess it's about time I crushed that goblin settlement…"

If I can make pottery bottles, I can prepare Paralyze Potions, and I want to have a few Heal Potions ready for emergencies.

After that, if I can lure them effectively and trap them, I feel like I can take them down one by one. My level has also gone up.

"Alright, logging off."

"Yes."

…

Returning to real view, Bell-buchou seemed to still be playing IRO.

"Good work."

"Yeah, good work. Was the Material Processing skill on the forum after all?"

"Yes. Um, was it better if I hadn't told you?"

"No, no, you helped me out a lot. There are so many skills; who knows how long it would've taken to read all the descriptions."

*They really prepared an incredible number of skills; finding anything was a struggle.*

*If I don't accidentally run into quest spoilers, I guess I should check the official forum too…*

"What is Yata-sensei looking at?"

"There was an official announcement just now~, they're apparently lifting new player restrictions next Sunday~."

"That was surprisingly fast. I thought they'd wait about a month."

*It has nothing to do with the Uninhabited Island Start getting exposed, right?*

"And around that time, the main story is supposed to begin~. Well~, it probably doesn't concern Shou-kun, though~."

Saying that, he showed us the official announcement page.

*Let's see, 'Chapter 1: Empire in Turmoil Arc' and…*

"Shou-kun, you don't seem to belong to any nation, do you?"

"I don't, but do other regular players usually belong to one?"

"In the tutorial, you register at the Adventurer's Guilds in each starting area~, and that's where your affiliation is decided~."

*Yeah. I didn't get a tutorial or anything…*

Apparently, if you don't register, you don't get a Guild Card, and naturally, you can't accept quests, so no player goes without doing it.

*Currently, just me? Though there might be other players who started on an uninhabited island.*

"Will the world change based on player actions?"

"That should be the case~. That's one of IRO's selling points, after all~."

*Living in a World of Turmoil sounds like a very classic, typical fantasy setting.*

*Natto started in the Empire, and he likes this kind of development, so he's probably fired up.*

As we were chatting, 5:40 PM arrived, and the club end notification came, shortly after which Bell-buchou also returned to real view.

"Phew, enemies with paralysis attacks are really troublesome."

*Hmm? Paralysis?*

"Enemies with paralysis attacks appear?"

"It's a scorpion called a Narins Scorpion. It showers you with venom from its tail, and it's really tough when multiple appear."

Apparently, when paralyzed, you can't use the Shield skill's art , and the tank can't generate aggro… that sort of thing.
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