
			
				Tombstones Of The Frontier (Revised Version)

				by メガスターダム

				Total Chapters: 223

				Read more on https://kscans.xyz/novel/

			

		
			Table of Contents

			Total Chapters: 223

		    Chapter 1: Prologue 1

    Chapter 2: Prologue 2

    Chapter 3: Prologue 3

    Chapter 4: Prologue 4

    Chapter 5: Prologue 5

    Chapter 6: Rumbling 1

    Chapter 7: Rumbling 2

    Chapter 8: Rumbling 3

    Chapter 9: Rumbling 4

    Chapter 10: Rumbling 5

    Chapter 11: Rumblings 6 (Kitamura's Karaoke Hobby, Obtaining Camera-Related Information)

    Chapter 12: Rumblings 7

    Chapter 13: Rumblings 8

    Chapter 14: Straying 1 (1–10)

    Chapter 15: Straying 2 (11–20 Old Man Okuda's Testimony and Kitagawa's Alibi Claim)

    Chapter 16: Straying 3 (21–30)

    Chapter 17: Straying 4 (31–40)

    Chapter 18: Straying 5 (41–50: Occurrence of a Separate Incident, Interviews in Shari Centered Around Engaru Station)

    Chapter 19: Straying 6 (51–60: Interview in Shiretoko, Planning Re-investigation of Logging in Ikutahara)

    Chapter 20: Straying 7 (61–70: The Three Mysterious Bodies)

    Chapter 21: Straying 8 (71–80: Leak Suspicions Toward Takeshita and Their Resolution)

    Chapter 22: Light and Shadow 1 (1–10: Re-searching the Site)

    Chapter 23: Light and Shadow 2 (11–20: Discovery of Traces Increases Probability of Sada Minoru's Murder; Interview with Two Priests)

    Chapter 24: Light and Shadow 3 (21–30: Nishida's Bold Reasoning; To Hide a Leaf, Use a Forest)

    Chapter 25: Light and Shadow 4 (31–34: Discovery of the Body; Nishida's Rare Break to Visit Family in Sapporo)

    Chapter 26: Light and Shadow 5 (35–38 Nishida and Yoshimura to Sapporo)

    Chapter 27: Light and Shadow 6 (39–40: Hearing from Kutsukake)

    Chapter 28: Light and Shadow 7 (41–44: Visiting the Bereaved Family of Sada Minoru)

    Chapter 29: Light and Shadow 8 (45–48: The True Identity of Isaka Daikichi; Motohashi Appears)

    Chapter 30: Light and Shadow 9 (49–57: Visiting Sada Yuzuru's House, Existence and Loss of the Second Deed, and the Second Visit to Minoru's House)

    Chapter 31: Light and Shadow 10 (58–64: Resuming Investigation in Engaru, Inquiry at Shinoyama Ryokan, and More)

    Chapter 32: Light and Shadow 11 (65–72: Sada Minoru's Footsteps in Ikutahara in August and Finding Hojo Masaharu's Whereabouts)

    Chapter 33: Light and Shadow 12 (73–79: Nishida's Tokyo Interrogation Arc)

    Chapter 34: Light and Shadow 13 (80–86: Nishida's Tokyo Interrogation Arc 2)

    Chapter 35: Light and Shadow 14 (87–91: Osaka Investigation Arc — Details of Motohashi's Crimes)

    Chapter 36: Light and Shadow 15 (92-96 Nishida Osaka Investigation Part 2: Discovery of New Important Facts - The Deed and the Letter)

    Chapter 37: Light and Shadow 16 (97-100 Takeshita: Confronting the Osaka Organized Crime Department)

    Chapter 38: Light and Shadow 17 (101-104 Takeshita: Confronting the Osaka Organized Crime Department 2)

    Chapter 39: Light and Shadow 18 (105–108: Takeshita's Tactics)

    Chapter 40: Light and Shadow 19 (109–113: Kurashiki Arc)

    Chapter 41: Light and Shadow 20 (114–119: Shiino's True Identity, Search of the Safe Deposit Box, Interrogation of Masamitsu Suggested)

    Chapter 42: Light and Shadow 21 (120–125: The Mystery of the Deed Kept by Kitagawa and the Contract; Masamitsu Agrees to Questioning Following Media Reports)

    Chapter 43: Light and Shadow 22 (126–130: Questioning of Isaka Masamitsu; Forgery Test of the Deed; Revised 11/13)

    Chapter 44: Light and Shadow 23 (131–135: Other Letters from Shiino to Motohashi)

    Chapter 45: Light and Shadow 24 (136–139: Motohashi's Escort)

    Chapter 46: Light and Shadow 25 (140–142: After Returning to Sapporo, Revisiting Sada Akiko's House)

    Chapter 47: Light and Shadow 26 (143–147: Inquiry at Kataoka Detective Agency)

    Chapter 48: Light and Shadow 27 (148–152: Return to Engaru, Re-investigation of Isaka Group, Banquet at Yusen, Sada Minoru's Envelope)

    Chapter 49: Light and Shadow 28 (153–156: Why a Lawyer Wasn't Used Directly for Communication)

    Chapter 50: Light and Shadow 29 (157–161: Deciphering the Code)

    Chapter 51: Light and Shadow 30 (162–166: Information from Kitamura regarding the construction company shooting, Motohashi's transfer to Engaru)

    Chapter 52: Light and Shadow 31 (167–173: Interrogation of Motohashi at Engaru Station)

    Chapter 53: Light and Shadow 32 (174–175: The true meaning of Motohashi's remarks; Engaru Station's effective white flag)

    Chapter 54: Light and Shadow 33 (176–178: Sudden Developments at the Karaoke Parlor)

    Chapter 55: Light and Shadow 34 (179–182: The One Caught in the Shooting Was...)

    Chapter 56: Light and Shadow 35 (183–189: The Tape Kitamura Left Behind)

    Chapter 57: Light and Shadow 36 (190–193: Consulting Kosaka)

    Chapter 58: Light and Shadow 37 (194–197: Obtaining Oshima Kaiji's Family Register; Takeshita's Skepticism on Motive)

    Chapter 59: Light and Shadow 38 (198–199: On Nishida's Orders, Takeshita Sets Out on an Investigation Trip to the Mainland)

    Chapter 60: Light and Shadow 39 (200–202 Takeshita Iwate Interview Arc, Part 1)

    Chapter 61: Light and Shadow 40 (203–204 Takeshita and Kurosu, From Iwate to Tokyo)

    Chapter 62: Light and Shadow 41 (205–206 Takeshita and Kurosu, Tokyo Ward Office Interview Arc)

    Chapter 63: Light and Shadow 42 {Combined 42/43} (207-208, 209-210 Tokyo: Former Metropolitan Assemblyman Koshiba Interview Part 1)

    Chapter 64: Light and Shadow 43 {Combined 44/45} (211-212, 213-214 Tokyo: Former Metropolitan Assemblyman Koshiba Interview Part 2)

    Chapter 65: Light and Shadow 44 {Combined 46/47} (215-216, 217-218 Infiltrating Charmant)

    Chapter 66: Light and Shadow 45 {Combined 48/49} (219-220, 221-222 Hamana's Suicide, Takagaki Contact)

    Chapter 67: Light and Shadow 46 {Combined 50/51} (223-224, 225-227 Takagaki Contact Part 2, The Reason Hamana Was Involved)

    Chapter 68: Light and Shadow 47 {Combined 52/53} (228-229, 230-232 Takagaki to Kitami, and the Questioning)

    Chapter 69: Light and Shadow 48 {Combined 54/55} (233-235, 236-237 Takagaki's Fury, A New Proposal)

    Chapter 70: Light and Shadow 49 {Combined 56/57} (238-240, 241-243 Takagaki's Investigation Cooperation Part 1)

    Chapter 71: Light and Shadow 50 {Combined 58/59} (244-245, 246-247 Takagaki's Conversation with Kosaka, To the Scene in Ikutahara)

    Chapter 72: Light and Shadow 51 {Combined 60/61} (248, 249-250: Items Sent from Koshiba and Takagaki)

    Chapter 73: Light and Shadow 52 {Combined 62/63} (251–252, 253–255: Sawai's Decision on Kosaka's Plan)

    Chapter 74: Light and Shadow 53 {Combined 64/65} (256–257, 258–259: Operation Fingerprint Collection Begins 1)

    Chapter 75: Light and Shadow 54 {Combined 66/67} (261–262, 262–263: Fingerprint Mismatch and Re-examination of the Case 1)

    Chapter 76: Light and Shadow 55 {Combined 68/69} (264-265, 266-267: Obtaining Oshima's DNA Sample and Fingerprint Mismatch; Consideration of Isaka's Remarks Based on Matsushima's Testimony)

    Chapter 77: Light and Shadow 56 {70} (268-270: Toward the End of Engaru Station's Involvement)

    Chapter 78: Name and Reality 1 {Combined 1/2} (1-2, 3-4: Nishida and Yoshimura, Seven Years Later, to Full-time Investigation at the Kitami Headquarters)

    Chapter 79: Name and Reality 2 {Combined 3 & 4} (5-6, 7-9 Takeshita's Current Situation, Nishida and Yoshimura's Assignment to Kitami, Cast Name Changes: Oyabu to Koyabu, Kubota to Sanada, Miyata to Asada)

    Chapter 80: Name and Reality 3 {Combined 5 & 6} (10-12, 13-15 Kitamura's Death Anniversary Grave Visit, 7 Years, Verification of the Roller Search from 1 Year Ago)

    Chapter 81: Name and Reality 4 {Combined 7 & 8} (16-18, 19-21 Questioning the Perpetrator of Kagami's Murder in Tokyo, Reunited with Takagaki After a Long Time, Takeshita's Reporting on the Yubetsu Mine Accident)

    Chapter 82: Name and Reality 5 {Combined 9/10} (22-23, 24-25: The Upbringing of Yusen's Boss and Details of the Yubetsu Mine Accident)

    Chapter 83: Name and Reality 6 {Combined 11/12} (26-27, 28-29: Nishida, Takeshita, and Yoshimura Meet in Kitami; Heading to Iwate After Contact from Takagaki)

    Chapter 84: Name and Reality 7 {Combined 13/14} (30-31, 32-33: Nishida and Yoshimura Canvassing in Iwate; Questioning the Elderly Amai)

    Chapter 85: Actual Name and Reality 8 {Combined 15/16} (34–35, 36–37: Learning a New Interpretation of 'Abe' in Taro)

    Chapter 86: Name and Reality 9 {Combined 17/18} (38–39, 40–41: Return from Iwate; Takeshita Forced to Correct Article)

    Chapter 87: Name and Reality 10 {Combined 19/20} (42–43, 44–45: Igarashi; Confirmation Interview at Sanyu Metal Mining HQ)

    Chapter 88: Name and Reality 11 {Combined 21/22} (46–47, 48–49: Kuwano Kinya's Trail Surfaces Again; Kawakita; Nayoro)

    Chapter 89: Name and Reality 12 {Combined 23/24} (50–52, 53–54: Consideration of the Reason Kuwano Left the Explosion Site; Returning to Okuda During the Investigation)

    Chapter 90: Name and Reality 13 {Combined 25/26} (55–56, 57–58: Nishida and Yoshimura Visit Engaru Station After a Long Time)

    Chapter 91: Name and Reality 14 {Single 27} (59–60: Stopping by the Boss's "Yusen" on the Way Back from Engaru Station)

    Chapter 92: Name and Reality 15 {Combined 28/29} (61-62, 63-64: Kuwano's Cousin, Onodera Michitoshi, Had Died in the Naval Mine Accident)

    Chapter 93: Name and Reality 16 {Combined 30/31} (65-66, 67-68: Visiting the National Police Agency and Devising a New Investigative Strategy)

    Chapter 94: Name and Reality 17 {Combined 32/33} (69-70, 71-72: Visiting the Suehiro Laboratory at Ryogoku University)

    Chapter 95: Name and Reality 18 {Combined 34/35} (73–74, 75–76: The appraisal results from Suehiro reveal a shocking truth)

    Chapter 96: Name and Reality 19 {Combined 36/37} (77–78, 79–80: Higashidate taken into custody)

    Chapter 97: Name and Reality 20 {Single 38} (81–83: Re-examining Matsushima's testimony in light of new facts)

    Chapter 98: Name and Reality 21 {Solo 39} (84–86 Nishida Deciphers the Intent Behind Onodera's Actions)

    Chapter 99: Name and Reality 22 {Solo 40} (87–90 Yoshimura's Investigation of Military Records)

    Chapter 100: Name and Reality 23 {Solo 41} (91–93 Higashidate Interrogation 1)

    Chapter 101: True Name and Reality 24 {Combined 42/43} (92-96, 97-98: New Developments in the Shiun Association Building Explosion)

    Chapter 102: True Name and Reality 25 {Combined 44/45} (99-101, 102-104: Midsummer Gift from Sawai, Higashidate's Confession Begins)

    Chapter 103: True Name and Reality 26 {Combined 46/47} (105-106, 107-109: Higashidate's Confession Begins 2)

    Chapter 104: Name and Reality 27 {Combined 48/49} (110-112, 113-115: Higashidate's Confession Begins 3 — Involvement of Two New People)

    Chapter 105: Name and Reality 28 {Combined 50/51} (116-118, 119-121: Higashidate's Confession Begins 4 — Detailed Flow of the Incident)

    Chapter 106: Name and Reality 29 {Combined 52/53} (122-124, 125-126: Identification of Collaborators — Maneuvering Toward the Raid on Oshima's Office — Wake for the Boss's Wife)

    Chapter 107: Name and Reality 30 {Combined 54/55} (127-128, 129-130: Doubts Arise Regarding the Results of the Internal Investigation of Oshima's Office — Conflict Among the Upper Brass)

    Chapter 108: Name and Reality 31 {Combined 56/57} (131-132, 133-134: Headquarters Chief Yasumura's Unexpected Confession)

    Chapter 109: Name and Reality 32 {Combined 58/59} (135-136, 137-138: Interrogations of the Four Gradually Progress)

    Chapter 110: Name and Reality 33 {Combined 60/61} (139-141, 142-143: First Confrontation with Isaka Masamitsu; Unexpected Call from Doho Reporter Igarashi)

    Chapter 111: Name and Reality 34 {62 Alone} (144–145: Naruo-kisha's Experience Heard from Igarashi)

    Chapter 112: Name and Reality 35 {63 Alone} (146–147: An Eyewitness Account from an Unexpected Place)

    Chapter 113: Name and Reality 36 {64 Alone} (148–149: Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 1)

    Chapter 114: Name and Reality 37 {65 Solo} (150-151 Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 2)

    Chapter 115: Name and Reality 38 {66 Solo} (152-153 Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 3)

    Chapter 116: Name and Reality 39 {67 Solo} (154-155 Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 4)

    Chapter 117: Name and Reality 40 {68 Solo} (156–157: Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 5)

    Chapter 118: Name and Reality 41 {69 Solo} (158–159: Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 6 — Oshima Kaiji, The Reason)

    Chapter 119: Name and Reality 42 {70 Solo} (160–161: Isaka Masamitsu's Monologue 7 — Regarding the Blackmail of Daikichi in '92)

    Chapter 120: Name and Reality 43 {71 Solo} (162–163 Masamitsu's Testimony on Kitagawa's 1995 Actions and the Hospital Shooting 1)

    Chapter 121: Name and Reality 44 {72 Solo} (164–165 Masamitsu's Testimony on Kitagawa's 1995 Actions and the Hospital Shooting 2)

    Chapter 122: Name and Reality 45 {73 Solo} (166–167 An Unexpected Turn of Events)

    Chapter 123: Name and Reality 46 {74 Solo} (168-169 Yasumura's Intentions)

    Chapter 124: Name and Reality 47 {75 Solo} (170-171 Yasumura's Rampage and Intentions at the Press Conference)

    Chapter 125: Name and Reality 48 {76 Solo} (172-174 The Unexpected Question from the Higashi Nippon Shinbun Reporter)

    Chapter 126: Name and Reality 49 {77 Alone} (175–178 Takeshita's Sudden Appearance)

    Chapter 127: Name and Reality 50 {78 Alone} (179–181 Takeshita Talks About the Keiyo Hospital Problem)

    Chapter 128: Name and Reality 51 {79 Alone} (182–184 A New Approach to Evicting Oshima)

    Chapter 129: Name and Reality 52 {80 Solo} (185–187: Investigation Moves Following Weekly Magazine Article)

    Chapter 130: Name and Reality 53 {81 Solo} (188–190: Toward Oshima's Arrest—Nishida's Secret Plan)

    Chapter 131: Name and Reality 54 {82 Solo} (191–193: Finally Moving Toward Oshima's Arrest)

    Chapter 132: Name and Reality 55 {83 Solo} (194-196 Toward Oshima's Arrest at Keiyo Hospital)

    Chapter 133: Name and Reality 56 {84 Solo} (197-199 Oshima's Arrest and Escort to the Detention Center)

    Chapter 134: Name and Reality 57 {85 Solo} (200-202 Start of Oshima's Interrogation)

    Chapter 135: Name and Reality 58 {86 Solo} (203-205 Nishida Finally Interrogates Oshima)

    Chapter 136: Name and Reality 59 {87 Solo} (206-208 Oshima's Agitation During Interrogation and a Premonition of New Developments)

    Chapter 137: Name and Reality 60 {88 Solo} (209-210 The Contents of the Letter from Motohashi)

    Chapter 138: Name and Reality 61 {89 Solo} (211–213 Nishida's considerations on the key to deciphering Motohashi's cryptogram)

    Chapter 139: Name and Reality 62 {90 Solo} (214–215 Takeshita Deciphers the Code 1)

    Chapter 140: Name and Reality 63 {91 Solo} (216–217 Takeshita Deciphers the Code 2)

    Chapter 141: Name and Reality 64 {92 Solo} (218-220 Deciphering the Takeshita Code 3)

    Chapter 142: Name and Reality 65 {93 Solo} (221-223 Takeshita Responds to Nishida's Request and Heads to Kansai)

    Chapter 143: Name and Reality 66 {94 Solo} (224-226 Hearing from Abbot Mizuno. And Meeting Kuboyama)

    Chapter 144: Name and Reality 67 {95 Alone} (227–229 New Facts Revealed by Kuboyama 1)

    Chapter 145: Name and Reality 68 {96 Alone} (230–231 Two Wills from Motohashi to Kuboyama)

    Chapter 146: Name and Reality 69 {97 Alone} (232–233 Instructions from Motohashi Across Time 1)

    Chapter 147: Name and Reality 70 {98 Solo} (234-235: Instructions from Motohashi Across Time 2)

    Chapter 148: Name and Reality 71 {99 Solo} (236-238: Appearance of Kuroda, also known as Tadano)

    Chapter 149: Name and Reality 72 {100 Solo} (239-241: The Backgrounds of Motohashi and Hinako)

    Chapter 150: Name and Reality 73 {101 Solo} (242-243: Three People Heading to Kobe's Rokko Boyo Boen and Earthquake Talk)

    Chapter 151: Name and Reality 74 {102 Solo} (244-245: What was in Hinako's Grave at Rokko Boyo Boen)

    Chapter 152: Name and Reality 75 {103 Solo} (246-247: Motohashi's Crime Notebook 1)

    Chapter 153: Name and Reality 76 {104 Alone} (248–249 Motohashi's Crime Note 2)

    Chapter 154: Name and Reality 77 {105 Alone} (250–251 Motohashi's Crime Note 3)

    Chapter 155: Name and Reality 78 {106 Alone} (252–253 Motohashi's Crime Note 4)

    Chapter 156: Name and Reality 79 {107 Alone} (254–255 Motohashi's Crime Note 5)

    Chapter 157: Name and Reality 80 {108 Alone} (256–257 Motohashi's Crime Note 6)

    Chapter 158: Name and Reality 81 {109 Alone} (258–259 Takeshita's Speculation on Motohashi's Psychology 1)

    Chapter 159: Name and Reality 82 {110 Solo} (260-261 Takeshita's Psychological Speculation of Motohashi 2)

    Chapter 160: Name and Reality 83 {111 Solo} (262-264 Takeshita's Psychological Speculation of Motohashi 3)

    Chapter 161: Name and Reality 84 {112 Solo} (265-267 Takeshita's Psychological Speculation of Motohashi 4)

    Chapter 162: Name and Reality 85 {113 Solo} (268-270 Takeshita's Inference of Motohashi's Psychology 5)

    Chapter 163: Name and Reality 86 {114 Solo} (271-272 Takeshita's Inference of Motohashi's Psychology 6)

    Chapter 164: Name and Reality 87 {115 Solo} (273-274, 277-278 Takeshita's Inference of Motohashi's Psychology 7)

    Chapter 165: Name and Reality 88 {116 Alone} (275-276 The Hidden Episode of Kuroda and Motohashi)

    Chapter 166: Name and Reality 89 {117 Alone} (277-279 Takeshita Goes to Osaka Prefectural Police)

    Chapter 167: Name and Reality 90 {118 Alone} (282-284 Takeshita Returns to Sapporo)

    Chapter 168: Name and Reality 91 {119 Solo} (285–287: The Three's Thoughts on the Case. And Cutting into Oshima)

    Chapter 169: Name and Reality 92 {120 Solo} (288–290: Oshima's Sudden Change of Heart)

    Chapter 170: Name and Reality 93 {121 Solo} (291–292: The Upbringing of Kuwano Kinya and Onodera Michitoshi 1)

    Chapter 171: Name and Reality 94 {122 Alone} (293–294: The Upbringing of Kuwano Kinya and Onodera Michitoshi 2)

    Chapter 172: Name and Reality 95 {123 Alone} (295–296: The Upbringing of Kuwano Kinya and Onodera Michitoshi 3 / Showa Depression)

    Chapter 173: Name and Reality 96 {124 Alone} (297–298: The Upbringing of Kuwano Kinya and Onodera Michitoshi 4 / Naval Mine Accident)

    Chapter 174: Name and Reality 97 {125 Alone} (299–300: The Mystery of the Removed Belongings and Wartime Tako-beya Labor)

    Chapter 175: Name and Reality 98 {126 Alone} (301–302: The Tragedy of Air Raids in the Tohoku Region)

    Chapter 176: Name and Reality 99 {127 Alone} (303–304: Returning to Hokkaido Once More)

    Chapter 177: Name and Reality 100 {128 Solo} (305–306 Oshima Finally Heads to Tokyo)

    Chapter 178: Name and Reality 101 {129 Solo} (307–309 The Process of Oshima Rushing Up the Path to Politics)

    Chapter 179: Name and Reality 102 {130 Solo} (310–312 The Reason for Oshima's Provision of Inheritance)

    Chapter 180: Name and Reality 103 {131 Alone} (313-314 Toward Crime 1)

    Chapter 181: Name and Reality 104 {132 Alone} (315-317 Toward Crime 2)

    Chapter 182: Name and Reality 105 {133 Alone} (318-320 Toward Crime 3)

    Chapter 183: Name and Reality 106 {134 Solo} (321-322 Toward Crime 4)

    Chapter 184: Name and Reality 107 {135 Solo} (323-325 Toward Crime 5, Oshima's Last Will 1)

    Chapter 185: Name and Reality 108 {136 Solo} (326-327 Oshima's Last Will 2)

    Chapter 186: Name and Reality 109 {137 Alone} (328 Alone: Oshima's Last Will 3 - The Darkness of JNR Privatization and Division)

    Chapter 187: Name and Reality 110 {138 Alone} (329–330 Oshima Kaiji's Last Will 4 - The Deterioration of Bureaucrats)

    Chapter 188: Name and Reality 111 {139 Alone} (331–332 Oshima Kaiji's Last Will 5 - The Deterioration of Politicians: History and Experience)

    Chapter 189: Name and Reality 112 {140 Alone} (333-334 Oshima Kaiji's Last Will 6)

    Chapter 190: Name and Reality 113 {141 Alone} (335-336 Oshima Kaiji's Last Will 7 - The Bubble Burst)

    Chapter 191: Name and Reality 114 {142 Alone} (337-339 The Bubble and Experience - Showa Financial Crisis)

    Chapter 192: Name and Reality 115 {143 Solo} (340–341: Nishida and Yoshimura Return to Kitami)

    Chapter 193: Name and Reality 116 {144 Solo} (342–344: Experience and History, and Toward a New Investigation)

    Chapter 194: Name and Reality 117 {145 Solo} (345–346: Closing in on the Isaka Family Extortionist 1)

    Chapter 195: Name and Reality 118 {146 Solo} (347–348 Closing in on the Isaka Family Blackmailer 2: The Meaning of the Fake Account Name)

    Chapter 196: Name and Reality 119 {147 Solo} (349–350 Closing in on the Isaka Family Blackmailer 3: Re-examining the Investigation Memos)

    Chapter 197: Name and Reality 120 {148 Solo} (351–352 Closing in on the Isaka Blackmailer 4: The Name)

    Chapter 198: Name and Reality 121 {149 Alone} (353-354: To Sapporo for Reporting and Confirmation with the Sada Bereaved Family)

    Chapter 199: Name and Reality 122 {150 Alone} (355-357: Correctness of the Reasoning Confirmed at the Sada Residence)

    Chapter 200: Name and Reality 123 {151 Alone} (358-360: Returning to Kitami and Heading for Interrogation)

    Chapter 201: Name and Reality 124 {152 Solo} (361-362: Details of the First Contact with Sada Minoru)

    Chapter 202: Name and Reality 125 {153 Solo} (363-364: The Letter from Sada Minoru)

    Chapter 203: Name and Reality 126 {154 Solo} (365-366: The Reason for the Gap in Time)

    Chapter 204: Truth and Reality 127 {155 Solo} (367-369 Yoshimura's Anger)

    Chapter 205: Truth and Reality 128 {156 Solo} (370-371 "Jinsei Gekijo" Playing from the Car Radio)

    Chapter 206: Truth and Reality 129 {157 Solo} (372-374 What Awaited Nishida and Yoshimura After They Turned Back to Engaru)

    Chapter 207: Name and Reality 130 {158 Alone} (375-376 To Kitamura's Bereaved Family: Father and Son 1)

    Chapter 208: Name and Reality 131 {159 Alone} (377-379 Visiting the Boss: Father and Son 2)

    Chapter 209: Name and Reality 132 {160 Alone} (380-381 Grave Visit)

    Chapter 210: Name and Reality 133 {161 Solo} (382-384 Remote Grave Marker)

    Chapter 211: Superstition 1 {1 Solo} (1-2 New Developments)

    Chapter 212: Superstition 2 {2 Solo} (3-4 Unexpected Developments)

    Chapter 213: Superstition 3 {3 Alone} (5–6 The Significance of the Old Man Appearing Before Nishida and the Others)

    Chapter 214: Superstition 4 {4 Alone} (7 Alone Support [Yell])

    Chapter 215: Superstition 5 {5 Alone} (8–9 New Year's Greetings)

    Chapter 216: Superstition 6 {6 Alone} (10–11 A New Maxim, and to Sawai's Residence in Memuro)

    Chapter 217: Superstition 7 {7 Alone} (12–13 Sawai's Confession)

    Chapter 218: Superstition 8 {8 Alone} (14–15 Chorus)

    Chapter 219: Final Chapter 1 {1 Alone} (16–17 Spring 2016, After the Passage of Time)

    Chapter 220: Final Chapter 2 {2 Alone} (18 Alone, Progress of the Takamatsu Reforms)

    Chapter 221: Final Chapter 3 {3 Alone} (19 Alone, The Sudden Raid of the Lehman Shock and the Tragedy of the Great East Japan Earthquake)

    Chapter 222: Final Chapter 4: {4 Alone} (20 Alone: The Progression of Cold Neoliberalism)

    Chapter 223: Final Episode


			Chapter 1

			Prologue 1

			"Frontier" = A region far removed from the central area or city. A border.※※※※※※※"Kakarichou! I hear the Jomon Tunnel's been appearing a lot lately."Yoshimura, who had finished his lunch first, spoke up abruptly in a low voice."Jomon? Tunnel? What's that, just the name of some tunnel?"Nishida gave a half-hearted reply while shoveling fried rice into his mouth."Ehh? Are you serious? You don't know the stories about Jomon Tunnel!?"Yoshimura voiced his maximum surprise, though he was mindful of the surroundings in the crowded diner. He then continued quietly, as if suddenly understanding."Ah, you're from Sapporo, Kakarichou. I guess it's not strange if you don't know... No, wait, I'm from Sapporo too! That's not even an excuse!"After playing the straight man to his own joke, he continued with renewed vigor."It's a pretty famous haunted spot, even for Hokkaido! ...No, actually, Jomon Tunnel seems to be quite famous nationwide!"Nishida, who had never had a particular interest in ghosts or the supernatural since childhood, felt the words go in one ear and out the other. However, he couldn't very well cut off his subordinate who had gone to the trouble of starting a conversation, so he feigned a bit of interest."A haunted spot? So you mean 'those' appear there?""Yeah, exactly! Ghosts! Ghosts!""And where is this tunnel?""It's in the next town over, Ikutahara. Though it's almost on the border with Rubeshibe...""I drive through that area sometimes, but was there a tunnel?"Nishida looked puzzled, unable to recall one."No, not the road—the railway! It's JR, JR!"Yoshimura cut him off before Nishida could finish his question.Now that he mentioned it, Nishida remembered passing through a tunnel between Ikutahara and Rubeshibe when he took the JR."Ah, that place... There was a small tunnel there, wasn't there? They appear there?"※※※※※※※The Jomon Tunnel is a tunnel over 500 meters long, constructed over roughly three years starting from March of Meiji 45 (1912) (the Taisho era began on July 30 of that year) and completed in Taisho 3 (1914), following the laying of the railway line from Kitami to Nayoro (the Okhotsk Loop Line Concept).At the initial stage of the railway laying concept, two routes were considered: a coastal route passing through the Okhotsk Sea side from the Abashiri direction toward Yubetsu, and an inland "mountain-side" route passing through Rubeshibe and Engaru toward Yubetsu.Naturally, a fierce lobbying battle intensified between residents and politicians along both proposed lines, as a railway would bring local benefits. Consequently, President Goto of the Railway Bureau (equivalent to the President of the National Railways during the JNR era) was forced to conduct a comparative survey.As a result, engineers were dispatched for a survey in 1909 (Meiji 42), but they were shocked by the harsh natural environment of the Jomon county border (between Tokoro and Monbetsu counties), and it seemed the coastal route had gained the advantage.However, the issue had already taken on a political character. Perhaps because the pressure from residents along the mountain route on politicians proved effective, the central government was forced to adopt the mountain route. This decision would later lead to a great tragedy.Among the construction work for the mountain route that began this way, the work near the Jomon Tunnel stood out for its difficulty. Dense forests where even transporting materials was a struggle, the appearance of brown bears (it remains a brown bear habitat today)...And since snow did not accumulate inside the tunnel, work continued even through the harsh winter (at the time, working in winter would have been utterly impossible if not for tunnel construction. Especially in a region with such heavy snowfall). Needless to say, the construction took place under conditions that would make any sane person flee. In other words, many "tako-beya laborers" (T/N: forced laborers kept in 'octopus rooms' or slave-like conditions), who had been brought there through deception, were assigned to the work.Their meals were devoid of nutrition, and they worked from dawn until sunset. Their shoulders were rubbed raw by the mokko (a transport tool made of a flat cloth like a straw mat with two hanging ropes attached to the four corners) they carried, and cases where maggots bred in those wounds were apparently common. Furthermore, if their work efficiency was poor or if they were disobedient, they suffered abuse, being beaten and kicked with whips and shovels.Naturally, many people began to suffer from beriberi and other illnesses due to malnutrition. As soon as they were deemed too weak to work, many were buried alive (a contributing factor was the prevailing theory at the time that beriberi was a contagious disease), died from lynching after being caught trying to escape, or were eaten by bears even if they weren't caught.Therefore, it is almost certain that the number of victims exceeded 100; some construction workers from that time even testify that "nearly 400 people might have died." There are also testimonies that more deaths occurred on the Ikutahara side (the exit toward Engaru) than on the Rubeshibe side (the exit toward Kitami). Through such a gruesome process, the Jomon Tunnel was finally completed in Taisho 3, leading to the full opening of the "Yubetsu Line" in Taisho 5.However, it might be said that the "ghost stories" thereafter, rather than the "facts" themselves, were what made the Jomon Tunnel known to the general public. It seems that being assigned to Jomon Station (now abolished) was extremely disliked by JNR employees at the time, as it was said that family members and staff would fall ill.Moreover, stories such as specifically "seeing fireballs," "signals going out," "hearing groans," or "when a train tried to pass through the tunnel, a man covered in blood stood in the way, so the train made an emergency stop to investigate but no one was there—and when it tried to depart, he appeared again, repeating this so the train could never leave," and "ghosts appearing in the station's official residence" were spreading among JNR employees involved with the Jomon Tunnel. It's only natural they would dislike it beyond just being "creepy." Furthermore, the Jomon Tunnel is located right in the mountains, far from human habitation. One can understand their feelings all too well. Eventually, in Showa 34, the "Kanwa Jizo Statue" was erected with the cooperation of the then-town of Rubeshibe, local volunteers, and the Nakayubetsu Maintenance District (JNR) to appease the spirits of the victims.This was intended to ease the anxiety of nearby residents and JNR employees, but it also seems JNR had a desire to eliminate "disruptions to the schedule" (publicly, JNR's involvement in the erection is not acknowledged, but since there were real impacts such as accidents and train stoppages in addition to easing staff reluctance, it is thought JNR had no choice but to hold a memorial).And in fact, around the Jomon Tunnel, many human remains believed to be victims of tako-beya labor have been discovered or unearthed from the Taisho era to the present day. One could even say the ghost stories have a clear basis in a sense. Additionally, separate from this Jizo statue, a memorial monument for the victims of tako-beya labor was erected by local volunteers in Showa 55 (1980) on the site of the former Kanehana Elementary School, a short distance from Kanehana Station.By the way, rumors that "hitobashira" (T/N: human pillars; human sacrifices buried alive in the foundations of buildings) of tako-beya laborers stood within the Jomon Tunnel had already been circulating locally since immediately after the completion of construction. A discovery that seemed to support this was made in Showa 45.A skull was discovered by a maintenance district employee in the wall of the tunnel during repairs. However, no further testimonies of discovering anything resembling human pillars have been obtained (Author's Note: There are various theories regarding this, including one that several full skeletons were found), so there is room for debate as to whether they were buried as human sacrifices. In any case, there is no room for doubt that the fact that many human remains have been discovered around the Jomon Tunnel since long ago tells the story of how many victims there were.It is an undeniable fact that many prisoners and tako-beya laborers were involved in the construction of railways and roads in Hokkaido other than the Jomon Tunnel, and many victims occurred in those construction projects.Besides the Jomon Tunnel, the Central Road (including the current National Route 333), which opened despite many victims from harsh forced labor by prisoners, is also known as the "Kitami Road" or "Prisoner Road." Sites called "Kusarizuka" (T/N: Chain Mounds), where prisoners who died during construction were buried crudely with soil while still shackled by their feet, are still scattered around the area (Reference: http://www.city.kitami.lg.jp/docs/7135/). Also, there are many places where "hitobashira legends" are whispered, such as the Koshikawa Bridge on the former Konpoku Line, which was abolished in the Showa 40s.Furthermore, the administration, especially the police, cannot turn a blind eye to the "reality" that they effectively "overlooked" or "tacitly approved" such inhumane or illegal acts (it seems there were even policemen who more actively sided with the contractors due to bribes and the like). Moreover, because a legal system known as the "petitioned constable system" (https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%AB%8B%E9%A1%98%E5%B7%A1%E6%9F%BB) existed for a time, it seems the police sometimes sided with those oppressing the laborers almost openly and legally.It cannot be denied that the history of Hokkaido's development has many "dark" aspects. However, unfortunately, as the railways built at the cost of many sacrifices are abolished and the "regions" face depopulation and aging, such facts are gradually being buried in darkness. And at this moment, the reality is likely that we can do nothing but watch with our fingers in our mouths.※※※※※※※On the way from the diner back to the station after Nishida's meal, Nishida was given an outline of the ghost stories of Jomon Tunnel by Yoshimura. Even though it was a ghost story, the more he heard, the more he began to feel it was indeed a "haunted spot" with a sense of reality. Even though he was someone who basically not only had no interest in such stories but also held a strong sense of suspicion toward them, perhaps the tragedy that actually occurred was what gave him pause.Just as that conversation ended, the "Engaru Police Station," their workplace, came into view. Their subordinates waiting to take their turn for lunch must be waiting, so to make up for their slightly late arrival, the two almost unconsciously broke into a trot.
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			After driving for a while past National Route 242 and through a side forest road, a sign reading "Beware of Bears" immedia